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In Search Of Mohai The White Tiger of Rewa
Nirmalya Chakraborty

Unknown to many, Jungle Rhythms explores the pristine forest s of central India in search of the precise location wherend/fidisa
wild tiger was found..
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SanjayDubariTigerReservewhere our story beginsis spreadover anareal674511sq. km., consistsof SanjayNationalParkand Dubri
Sanctuaryand buffer areastaken from Sidhiand Shahdoldistricts Namedafter the village¢ PubriQthe park is situated on the north
easternpart of the state of MP and is bordered by Guru GhasidadNational Parkin south, of which it wasa part before formation of

Chattisgarhin the year2000Q It is part of BandhavgarfsanjayGuru Ghasidag?alamauandscapeand hasbeenidentified asone of four
potentialtiger meta-populationslandscapes

Theterrain of Dubrisanctuaryis almostplainwhile that of Sanjaynationalparkis hilly.
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Variousperennialriversflow throughthe reserveviz Gopad Banas Mawai, Mahan,Kodmay Umrarietc. RiversGopadand Banasilow
into the river Sonto form SonGharialSanctuarywhichis one of the five placesin the world where the criticallyendangeredyharialsare
breedingin the wild. Althoughtheseriversare perennial,but becomesalmostdry duringthe summerswith verylittle water. Most of the
Nallasare alsothere, and which also becomedry during the pinch period. Thisis the confluenceof the Banasand the Sone A hilly
pristineland
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Theparkis classifiedas North Indian moist deciduousforest sub group 3Cwith subtype Salmoist Salbearingforest CZwith sub division
moist peninsularSal(e). Thegeneraltype is 3C/CZ(e)Thistype of Salforest occursmostlyin Gondwanasystem Thistype manifestunder
growth alongwith bamboa

The Flora Sal(Shorea& robustg), Saja(Terminatiatomentosg, Dhauda(Anogeissud atifolig), SalafBosswaliaSerratg, BijaPetrocarpus
marsupiumn), Dhobin (DalbargiaPeniculatd, Haldu ( Adinacardifolig), Tendu(Diospyrosmelanoxylong, HarrgTerminaliachebulg, Bahera
(Terminatialbelericg, Arjun (Terminaliaarjunad), Kusum(Schleicheraleosg, SemalBomboxceibg, Mahua(Maducaindicg, Amla(Emblica
officinaleg, Tendu (Diospyrosmelanoxylong, Kari (Saccopeteluntomeutosurm, Mahua (Maducaindica), Gilchi (Caseariagraveoolen}

TinsgOugeiniaOjeninesiy Amaltas(Cassidistula), Khair (Acaciacutchu), Palas(Butea monospermg, Amla (Emblicaofficinaleg, Tendu
(Diospyros melanoxylong, Kari (Saccopetelumtomeutosurm), Mahua (Maduca indicag), Gilchi (Caseariagraveooleny TinsgOugeinia
Ojeninesi¥ Amaltas(Cassidistula),Khair(Acaciacutchu), PalagButeamonospermaetc.



Under Growth: Dhawai(Wood fordia fruticosg, chind (Phoenixacaulis
HarsingaiNyctanthesarbortrisfig SatawarnAsparaguadscendenketc.

Grasses The principal grassesmet within this type area Bhurbhusi
(Eragrostis tenelld), Gonud (Themeda quadnvalviy, Doob(Cynodon
dectylon), LampaspgPhuli(Apludaalvig etc.

Climbers Mahuline (BauhiniaBahli), Bendo (Spatholobasroxburghi,
Nagbel(Cryptolepidbuchananj etc.

Thepark is known for its rich and varied flora and fauna comprising rare
and endangeredpecies.

Mammalsc Tiger, Leopard, Spotted deer, HyeBambadeer, Wild boar,
Sloth bear, Wild dod\lilgaij Chinkara Civet, Porcupine, Monitor Lizard,
Rhesus macaque, Hanumiamgurs Indian field mouse, Squirrel etc

Birds¢ Golden Hooded Oriole, Rackeiled drongos RufusTreepie
Lesser Adjutant, Redeaded vulture, Indian whiteumpedvulture,

Peacock, Bulbul, Wagtails, Blue kingfisfiegtar Crimson breasted
barbet, Indian pittaEgyptionvulture, Herons, Egrets, Whigecked
stork, White ibis, Whistling teal, kites, Eagles, Harrier, vultures, Partrldge!,t,
Sand pipers, Pigeons, Doves, Parakeets, Owls etc

Reptilesg Chameleon Skink, Garden lizard, Snake, Bengal monitor

viper etc



The LJ- NJr@ &@eciduous forests holds a major
proportion of sloth bear population in India
Unfortunately, degradationof habitat by humanshas
beenseverein this foresttype.

In SDTRsloth bearcubsare born in securedenswhere
the mother bears secluded themselvesfor several
weeksto nurse and protect the newborns Cubsstays
with their mother for up to two-and-half years and
even rode piggybackfor several months while she
movedaboutforaging

The sloth bear is an ant and termite eating
(myrmecophagugbeat It is the only bear specieshat
seems to depend almost entirely on these social
insectsfor its protein requirementsand thus, in this
respect,it isuniqueamongbears

Slothbear attacksare very commonduring the mahua
seasonwhen the bear come in direct contact with

humans~ women and youth. Most sloth bear attacks
canbe classifiedasWR S T Saftacks @/Befia human
intrudes into its spacesuddenly,a bear may sensea
dangerto its life andrespondby attacking

According to Robert Armitage Sterndale in
his Mammalia of India [The sloth bear] is also more
inclined to attack man unprovokedthan almost any
other animal, and casualties inflicted by it are
unfortunately very common, the victim being often
terribly disfiguredevenif not killed, asthe bear strikes
at the headandface Blanfordwasinclinedto consider
bearsmore dangeroughantigers.
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Renownednaturalist of SDTR; Mr. SubhashSinghwas also attackedby a
slothbear Thesetype of suddenattacksare commonin MP & Chattisgarh




e TR\ - AL
5% RN 1A

More than half of the tribal population in these forest areasdependson
natural products for their livelihood Collectingmahug kendu leaves (for
bidi), tamarindandshellacare commonwaysof earninga humbleliving

Everymorning people especiallywomen and little girls pick up the Mahua
flowers in their basketsand lay them out to dry in the sun out in the
courtyardsof their homes

We saw the tribal women with basketsfull of flowers, with small girls
carryingsmallbasketsin the forestareasandthey ran in fear of beingcaught
in aPA Duringthis seasornof the Mahua, they confront with sloth bearsand
tigerswhenthey ventureinto the forestand carelesslycollecttheseflowers.



Firesincidents, grazingand illicit felling, lopping appearto
the causeabsenceof regenerationof this beautiful forest.
The land of under stocked,blankingareasare effected by
soilerosionasin sheetsrill & smallgully stage Bamboosare
presentin most of the sal forest area There are no grass
meadowsof anysignificantsizein the area

To preventuncontrolledfires, controlledfires are lite by the
forest departmentto burn the dry leaveson the forest floor

and expose the ground for new vegetation during
Monsoons
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