


Jungle Rhythms

In Search Of Mohan ïThe White Tiger of Rewa
Nirmalya Chakraborty

My Appointment with Leopards
SagnikSengupta

Shekruin Sahyadri
JitendraMarathe& DipanjanGhosh

WILD FIRE ðI : Tadoba-AndhariTiger reserve
CA Vijay Kamat

WILD FIRE ðII : Simlipal Biosphere reserve
SanjibSarangi

Living with Pythons

NirmalKulkarni

EARTH DAY SPECIAL



In Search Of Mohan ïThe White Tiger of Rewa
Nirmalya Chakraborty

All Photographs ©Nirmalya Chakraborty

Unknown to many, Jungle Rhythms  explores the pristine forest s of central India in search of the precise location where Mohan ςthe first 
wild tiger was found..



Sanjay-DubariTigerReserve,whereour storybeginsis spreadoveran area1674.511sq. km., consistsof SanjayNationalParkandDubri
Sanctuaryand buffer areastaken from Sidhiand Shahdoldistricts. Namedafter the villageςΨDubriΩΣthe park is situatedon the north
easternpart of the state of MP and is borderedby GuruGhasidasNationalParkin south, of which it wasa part before formation of
Chattisgarhin the year2000. It is part of Bandhavgarh-Sanjay-GuruGhasidas-Palamaulandscapeandhasbeenidentified asone of four
potential tiger meta-populationslandscapes.

Theterrain of Dubrisanctuaryisalmostplainwhile that of Sanjaynationalparkishilly.
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Variousperennialriversflow through the reserveviz. Gopad, Banas, Mawai, Mahan,Kodmar, Umrarietc. RiversGopadandBanasflow
into the river Sonto form SonGharialSanctuarywhich is oneof the five placesin the world wherethe criticallyendangeredgharialsare
breedingin the wild. Althoughtheseriversareperennial,but becomesalmostdry duringthe summerswith verylittle water. Most of the
Nallasare also there, and which alsobecomedry during the pinch period. Thisis the confluenceof the Banasand the Sone. A hilly
pristineland
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Thepark is classifiedasNorth Indianmoist deciduousforest subgroup3Cwith sub type Salmoist Salbearingforest CZwith subdivision
moist peninsularSal(e). Thegeneraltype is 3C/CZ(e). Thistype of Salforest occursmostly in Gondwanasystem. Thistype manifestunder
growth alongwith bamboo.

The Flora: Sal(Shorea& robusta), Saja(Terminatiatomentosa), Dhauda(AnogeissusLatifolia), Salai(BosswaliaSerrata), Bija(Petrocarpus
marsupium), Dhobin(DalbargiaPeniculata), Haldu( Adinacardifolia), Tendu(Diospyrosmelanoxylone), Harra(Terminaliachebula), Bahera
(Terminatialbelerica), Arjun (Terminaliaarjuna), Kusum(Schleicheraoleosa), Semal(Bomboxceiba), Mahua(Maducaindica), Amla(Emblica
officinales), Tendu(Diospyrosmelanoxylone), Kari (Saccopetelumtomeutosum), Mahua (Maduca indica), Gilchi (Caseariagraveoolens),
Tinsa(OugeiniaOjeninesis), Amaltas(Cassiafistula), Khair (Acaciacutchu), Palas(Butea monosperma), Amla (Emblicaofficinales), Tendu
(Diospyrosmelanoxylone), Kari (Saccopetelumtomeutosum), Mahua (Maduca indica), Gilchi (Caseariagraveoolens), Tinsa(Ougeinia
Ojeninesis), Amaltas(Cassiafistula),Khair(Acaciacutchu), Palas(Buteamonosperma) etc.
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Under Growth: Dhawai(Wood fordia fruticosa), chind (Phoenixacaulis),
Harsingar(Nyctanthesarbortrisfis) Satawar(Asparagusadscendens) etc.

Grasses: The principal grassesmet within this type area Bhurbhusi
(Eragrostis tenella), Gonud (Themeda quadnvalvis), Doob(Cynodon
dectylon), Lampaspo, Phuli(Apludaalvis) etc.

Climbers: Mahuline (BauhiniaBahlii), Bendo (Spatholobasroxburghii),
Nagbel(Cryptolepisbuchanani) etc.

The park is known for its rich and varied flora and fauna comprising rare 
and endangered species. 

MammalsςTiger, Leopard, Spotted deer, Hyena, Sambardeer, Wild boar, 
Sloth bear, Wild dog, Nilgai, Chinkara, Civet, Porcupine, Monitor Lizard, 
Rhesus macaque, Hanuman langurs, Indian field mouse, Squirrel etc.

BirdsςGolden Hooded Oriole, Racket-tailed drongos, Rufus-Treepie, 
Lesser Adjutant, Red-headed vulture, Indian white-rumpedvulture, 
Peacock, Bulbul, Wagtails, Blue kingfisher, Teetar, Crimson breasted 
barbet, Indian pitta, Egyptionvulture, Herons, Egrets, White-necked 
stork, White ibis, Whistling teal, kites, Eagles, Harrier, vultures, Partridge, 
Sand pipers, Pigeons, Doves, Parakeets, Owls etc.

ReptilesςChameleon, Skink, Garden lizard, Snake, Bengal monitor, 
Cobra, krait, Scaled viper, Rock python, Rat snake, Russell viper, scaled 
viper etc.



The ǇŀǊƪΩǎdry deciduous forests holds a major
proportion of sloth bear population in India.
Unfortunately,degradationof habitat by humanshas
beenseverein this forest type.

In SDTR,slothbearcubsareborn in securedenswhere
the mother bears secluded themselves for several
weeksto nurseand protect the newborns. Cubsstays
with their mother for up to two-and-half years and
even rode piggybackfor several months while she
movedaboutforaging.

The sloth bear is an ant and termite eating
(myrmecophagus) bear. It is the only bearspeciesthat
seems to depend almost entirely on these social
insectsfor its protein requirementsand thus, in this
respect,it isuniqueamongbears.

Slothbearattacksare verycommonduringthe mahua
seasonwhen the bear come in direct contact with
humans~ women and youth. Most sloth bear attacks
canbe classifiedasΨŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜΩattacks. Whena human
intrudes into its spacesuddenly,a bear may sensea
dangerto its life andrespondbyattacking.

According to Robert Armitage Sterndale, in
his Mammalia of India: [The sloth bear] is also more
inclined to attack man unprovoked than almost any
other animal, and casualties inflicted by it are
unfortunately very common, the victim being often
terribly disfiguredevenif not killed,asthe bearstrikes
at the headandface. Blanfordwasinclinedto consider
bearsmoredangerousthan tigers.
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Renownednaturalist of SDTRςMr. SubhashSinghwas also attackedby a
slothbear. Thesetypeof suddenattacksarecommonin MP& Chattisgarh.



More than half of the tribal population in these forest areasdependson
natural products for their livelihood. Collectingmahua, kendu leaves(for
bidi), tamarindandshellacarecommonwaysof earninga humbleliving.

Everymorning people, especiallywomen and little girls pick up the Mahua
flowers in their basketsand lay them out to dry in the sun out in the
courtyardsof their homes.

We saw the tribal women with baskets full of flowers, with small girls
carryingsmallbasketsin the forest areasandthey ran in fear of beingcaught
in a PA. Duringthis seasonof the Mahua, they confront with sloth bearsand
tigerswhenthey ventureinto the forestandcarelesslycollecttheseflowers.
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Firesincidents,grazingand illicit felling, lopping appearto
the causeabsenceof regenerationof this beautiful forest.
The land of under stocked,blankingareasare effected by
soilerosionasin sheetsrill & smallgullystage. Bamboosare
present in most of the sal forest area. Thereare no grass
meadowsof anysignificantsizein the area.

Topreventuncontrolledfires, controlledfires are lite by the
forest departmentto burn the dry leaveson the forest floor
and expose the ground for new vegetation during
Monsoons.
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