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Remembering
the

Tiger
DiptarkaGhosh
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One speciesof wild fauna that has captivated human beings In 1969 the InternationalUnionfor the Conservatiorof Nature
from time immemorialisthe Tiger and Natural ResourcegIUCN)listed the tiger in the W w H&Ra
. 2 2abaa Sy R yspeBidéb R

Tigers have inspired people all over the world and have

become a part of literature in the form of fiction, folklore, By 1971, hunting was bannedby the Indian Governmentwith
myths, shikartales, natural history and science A charismatic the promulgationof the Wildlife ConservatiorAct, 1972

mega fauna and a beacon of biodiversity, the Tiger is a

dYS il fodK2yN] kdol@yical T 2 dzy R landxh2 ¥ & 3 S NXI& 1973 the Governmentof India, under the leadership of

forestsare crucialto combatclimate changein-turn leadingto G L y Ryfeatetwildlife & | @ A P Niie Minister Smt Indira
healthy environmentaland economicfuture. With more than Gandhi, took a pioneering initiative for conserving and
half of the ¢ 2 NJtigeQ@opulation, roaming its forests and protecting its national animal, by launchingthe 2 2 NJ no$§ a
grasslandsthe role of Indiain ensuringsurvivalof the big catis comprehensiveTiger conservationinitiative - The Project Tiger
globallycrucial on 1t April 1973

The Tiger Timeline

The Indian subcontinentinextricably forms the heart of the
tiger land. Where, until the 19" century, it was ¥ (i &fgerous
0 S I; @ufirg the first half of the 20" century it becamethe
WNER ¢ dzif NaNEt&0 decadespostindependence,it has
playeda role of a mascotluring trophy huntersto the country
andtodayit hasbecomeanunrivalled¥? O 2 y & SN {1 2§
Mughal Emperor Jalalud-Din Muhammad Akbar gaverise to
the tradition of trophy hunting/shikarin India,where the tigers
were consideredas & Y S NOWobdSsiickingo S I a4 Tha ¢
British, who succeeded the Mughals, continued the
extermination of tigers castingthem as & (i S NBNdbdihirs§
beastswith aninsatiablehungerfor humanfleshé

At the closeof the 19" century, between 50,000 and 1,00,000
tigers were thought to roam the Indian subcontinent but in
the followingyears,the tiger numbersplummetedto lessthan

b o -d
2,000, The most photographed tigregsMachhli- © Nirmalya Chakraborty
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From 9Tiger Reservessinceits inception, the Project Tiger
coveragehasincreasedo 50 at present,coveringover 2% of
the areaand approximatelyl% of the recordedforest area
The Project Tiger, administered by the National Tiger
ConservationAuthority (NTCA)have contributed massively
to not just conservethe big O | {pdpdlation but also make
Indiathe country with the largestpopulation of tigersin the
world.

GTheTigercannotbe preservedn isolation It is at the apex
of a large and complexbiotope Its habitat threatened by
human intrusion, commercial forestry, and cattle grazing
must first be made inviolate€¢ - Prime Minister, Smt Indira
Gandhi

Inthe year201Q 13 Asiancountries,that are hometo tigers,
cametogetherin the Global Tiger RecoveryProgramat the
St PetersburgTiger Summit, and pledged to double the
g 2 NItigeQg@opulation by 2022 ¢ the next & , Sdf thié
¢ A I Pékthe Chineséhoroscope

The panel decidedto celebratea D f 2Tigér5 | €oa July
29h every year, dedicatedto the worldwide awarenessand
support for tiger conservation Sincethen, Global Tiger Day
has gained tremendous recognition all over the world,
makingit an important event for wildlife conservationand
awareness
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Asit standstoday:

With the threats of poaching, unchecked deforestation,
habitat destruction,increasechumanencroachmenteading
to severeman-animal conflict and a diminishingprey base-
much more rampant than ever before, the future of the
iconicbig catis still at stake

The trade in all parts of Tigers,especiallytheir bones for
Chinesemedicineis the new threat that is decimatingthe
species and India accounts for most of the Tiger part
seizures

The Ministry of Environmenthas claimed that 45% of the
tiger deathsbetweenthe years2012and 2017 were caused
due to unnaturalreasons Howeverabout 37% of the tigers
died due to poachingand seizureof body parts. Current
estimatesindicatethat there are over 7,000tigersbeingheld
in more than 200 W¥ | Ndv'Ba& and SouthEast Asia
Roughlythree-quarters of these tiger farms are located in
China,with the remainder found mostly in Thailand,Laos
and Vietnam According to TRAFFIQeport, China has
exported 40,900 kg and 3,514 cartons of medicines
containing tiger derivatives Though all the derivatives
claimedmaynot be genuine,evena smallfractionis enough
to endangerour Tigers

Dueto fragmentation,degradationand shrinkingof habitats
and destruction of corridors ¢ the incidents of tigers
travelling hundreds of kilometers looking for suitable
habitatshavecometo the forefront overthe pastfew years

e,

Cutting of forest cover to widen National Highways © Nirmalya Chakrabort
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With aspirationsof becominga globaleconomicpower, India
has been pushingcountlessinfrastructure projects, some of
which are leading to ecologicalimbalance With shrinking
forests and eroding legal protections, the (i A 3 Sphd@ &
squeezedby an evertightening ring of human habitation,
agriculture and industries, and this is where the tiger face
conflicts with humansliving adjoining their habitats, which
leads to crop depredation, livestock predation, damageto
property andlossof life.

In villagesnear the core regions of protected areaswhere
crop raids by wild animals are more frequent, the poor
farmersare promptedto put up high-voltageelectricalfences
in a desperateattempt to protect their crops Tigers,which
use these humandominated landscapedo move about, die
when they comein contactwith thesefences Expertsadmit
that electrocutionis also one of the major threats to tiger
conservationleading to increasedtiger mortality in central
India mainly Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Andhra
Pradesh which harbours one of L y R Aldrgasi tiger
populations and has been identified as a global tiger
conservatiorandscape

Hence, the need of the hour is connectivity between the
protected areas so that tiger and other speciescan move
from one forest to another without confronting humans,
whosenumbershavealsoexponentiallygrown.

TheWay Forward

GTheTigeris a large-heartedgentlemanwith boundlessourage
and when he is exterminatedas exterminatedhe will be unless
public opinion rallies to his support ¢ India will be poorer by
havinglostthe finestof herfauna¢ ¢ JimCorbett

Dedication and determination backed by bold and strong
political will alongwith a strong conservationconsciousnesss
needed to save L y R Jplistihd natural wonders and its
inhabitants On Global Tiger Day, experts will be figuring out
how to balance commerce and conservationin a way that
ensuresL Yy R tigér @apulation continuesto grow and let us all
prayfor a better and safehavenfor Tigerssothat it continuesto
inspireusandkeepusenvelopedn its magicalspell
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Secret Life of a Tigress
SimranjitSingh

Parentingis really,a veryhardjob. It changesverythingof life ¢ the body, mind, feelings and all relationshipsaround Imaginethe
hardshipand efforts a tigressputs in to raise her little cubsto adulthoodin a harshworld where the morality rate for the cubs
belowthe ageof oneyearisashighas50%
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The job of being a tiger mother is really demanding
where shefightsall oddsto raiseher smalllitter of cubs
to the point where they can fend and hunt for
themselves

The whole cycle takes about 2 to 2.5 years It starts
when the tigresscomesin estrus The female patrols
and calls out for a mate and her calls echo deep
through the foggy depths of the jungle When they
both meet, the couplestaytogetherfor aroundsixdays
and mate severaltimes a day at an interval of 10-20
minutes, the frequencymay increaseup to 52 times a
A s ) TR ! . o 3 day at the peak without food or water. The male will
© NIRMALYA CHAKRABORTY leaveafter sheis out of estrus
e A R :
' ‘m ‘ g g ] The priorities of a tigresssuddenlychangesafter this.
4 () She starts searchingfor a safe place to give birth, a
placethat is secureand with good availability of food
and water, becauseready supply of food and water
nearthe den site meansshewill not haveto go search
for the basiclife necessitiedar from the cubs Asthe
time of givingbirth closesin, she start selectinga safe
placeto givebirth, it canbe tall grassfault in the rocks,
or acaveon ahill.

After a gestationperiod of approximatelyl03 days,she
givesbirth to a littler of 3 to 4 furry ballslike cubsthat

weight around 1-1.8 kg at birth with closedeyes(Cubs
opentheir eyesafter 14-18 days)
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Duringher labor, shelicksher vulvaand exertspressureon the hindquarterspreparingfor birth, then standsto drop the cubssecurely
Thenew bornislickedto free it from the sac Sheisthen a happymother but havingno time to rest, asnursinghasto start within few
hours of givingbirth. Thebody heat of the mother actsasguide for the blind cubsto crawl and reachthe mammaryglands Forthe q
nextdayor two the tigressdevotesall her time nursingand cleaningthe cubs,not leavingthem evenfor a second :

Duringthis period, she maintainsfull hygieneand keepsher den clean No food is broughtinsideand the site is alsokept free from M
manure In order to feed her little oneswith consistentrich milk andto stayhealthyherself,shegoesout hunting but staycloseto her §
denandnot ventureout more than 1.5 km from the den. Theshortsightednessf cubsrestrictstheir movement they are like crawling g
ballsof fur, sothe tigressknowsthat they will not end up outsidetheir hideoutwhensheis out hunting
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By the time cubsopen their eyes,the cubs
becomedouble their sizethey that were at
birth. Theyslowlystart to exploretheir world

around- the densite. Nowthe mother hasan
additional responsibility to keep them in,

away from the sight of any threat. Shewill

alsochangethe den of the cubsfrom time to

time when she feels disturbed or insecure
aboutthe safetyof the cubs

Why changethe den???Tigercubsare highly
vulnerable at this early age, Leopards,wild
dogs, sloth bear poses constant threat to
them. Othermaletigersthat are lookingfor a
mate will alsokill the cubsin order to mate
with the tigress Sosheknows her network
of hidesand shekeepsshiftingthe cubsfrom
one placeto another Shemay alsoshift den
site if disturbedby humanactivitiestoo close
to the den.

Shifting the cubs is not an easy job. It
includespatience,technicand experienceas
the mother has to tenderly pick up the
delicate cubsby the scruffin her mouth and
transfer them to the new den site one by
one. The jaws of death with 105(psi are so
gentlethat the cubsnot evengeta scratch



Asthe cubsalmostcompletetheir first month in the

wild, they start to vocalizeand move around more.

Theyrespondto soundsof the forest aroundthem,

andwith a suddensuspicionof fear they get tucked
in the deepestcorner of their den only comingout

whenthe mother comesbackand calls Thoughthe

cubs get their full set of milk teeth by the first

month but the mother will continueto lactatetill six
months The cubswill not be allowedto even lick
meat till they are month and half old. Thismakes
them fully dependenton Y 2 (i K BiIShethen

hunt more often in order to keepup her energyand
to feed her growingcubs

By the age of 2 months the cubs get there first
upgrade the incisors and canines start to break
throughtheir gumsand lower molar start emerging
Theyget the first taste of tender flesh Now their
mother start introducing them to the wild world,
they accompanytheir mother for short walks away
from the safety of their den, barely able to walk
properly, stumbling upon twigs. Sheis alwayson
alert when takingthe cubsout of the den, earsand
eyes looking for the slightestdanger Tiger moms
are very protectiveand cangoto anyextentwhenit
comesto the safetyof the youngones
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Asthe cubsgrow shegetsfully caughtup in this cycleof
nursing and feeding the cubs, changingden sites and
keeping it clean, cleaning the cubs, fighting danger,
keepingmaletigers awayfrom the cubsand makinga kill
and feeding herselfto keep up the milk supply This is a
real difficult task in itself with a successrate of 5% of
hunting

Shenow starts leavingthe cubsalone for longerduration
andfocusmore on huntingfor her family. Now shespends
30% of her time with the cubsas compared80% when
they were born. Bythe ageof sixmonthsthe cubsstart to

wanderfor shortdistanceon their own. Thetigresstry her
bestto make a kill nearby so that shecandragit to the

cubsto eat but if the kill is heavyor far off to take it back
home, shetakesthe cubsalongto feed. Shealwaysallows
them to eat first and once they have finished then only
shewill eat. Mothersare by nature so caring

The training of the cubs starts between the eighth and
tenth month when the cubs grow up and can start
accompanyingtheir mother on hunts. What they are
instructedis to sit still, stay silentand watch what mother
does As kids soon they loose their patience and hastily
imitate their mother only to be detected by their prey
animalswho flee instantly The game gets over for the
tigress even before making a move These teachings
continuefor ayearandhalf

© NIRMALYA CHAKRABORTY
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Themother showsandteachesthem the art of hunting- how to
approachan animalkeepingin mind the direction of the wind,
stalkingand scanningechniques foot placementand delivering
a killing bite. It takesthe cubsmonths before they can master
these traits and make a successfukill themselvesbut till then
lyingin wait, stakingand attackingis a gamethat they love alot.

Thetigressnow more often is accompaniedy the mischievous
gangrunning,jumping,playingaroundher andlearningthe bush
craft as taught by their mother. Theystart experimentingwith
the huntingtechniquesunderthe watchfuleyeof their mother.

Oncethe cubsreachthe age of around 17-18 months, they no
longer cuddle and sleep together They kill small animals
themselvedbut still when the mom makesa kill they are always
presentthere for a super Now shefeelsthe needto teachthem
how to kill alargeanimals(sambaror maybe a cow). Thisneeds
several demonstrationsand lots of practice Thisis the final
stageof their training.

Thecubswhen almosttwo yearsold wanderalone more, even
further. Some sub adults try to bully a territory inside their
Y 2 (I K $dwd@ia Their relationship with the mother is no
longer the same they start to keep distance Sheno longer
lovestheir company,greetingare in the form of purrs, kind of
formality which earlier were in the form of rubbing bodies,
lickingeachother. Thetigresssmackthem if they try to gettoo
close, she knows they have graduated All the love, care,
sacrifices,efforts she had put to raise, protect and train them
will not goin vain Theyare readyto facethe wild world on their
own, rulingtheir own territories havingtheir own cubs
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They have now become supreme predators and the soul of our Indian jungles
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Eaglenestvas truly a completely hidden valley until May 2006 when Dr RamanaAthreya discovereda new bird species,and named
BugunliocichlgLiocichlabugunoruiifor the local Buguntribe. Thisdiscoveryplayeda significantrole in establishingeaglenesas one of
the top-rankedbirding spotsfor both researcherandbird loversin world.
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EaglenestWildlife Sanctuaryis in western ArunachalPradesh,Spread
over an area of 217 sq km at an altitudinal range from 500 metersto
3500metersfrom sealevelwith its pristine mountainforestsand dense
canopiesof EasternHimalayasunder ShergaonForest Divisionin the
West Kameng District of Arunachal Pradesh Eaglenest Wildlife
Sanctuaryis a major centrepieceof nature loversall over the world. The
combinationof cloud, rain, fog and leecheswith its pristine mountain
forests and dense canopies,recallsthe magicalforest of the ancient
world.

Eagleneshasderivedits name from RedEagleDivision,a regiment of
IndianArmywhichusedto operatein the regionin the 19502 a

Holiness of the LandThel4th Dalai Lama used this forest tract to
travel from Tibet to the plains of Assam in 1959 and stayed at a site,
calledSharuaat an elevation of 2500 meters inside tBagun
community forest land.

Vegetation Eaglenests a highlybio-diversegeographyof floral species
tropical evergreenforests in the lower elevations,temperate broad
leavedforestsin mid altitudes, and conifersand rhododendronsat the
highestelevationsof Dirangand the SelaPass Most parts of Eaglenest
alsohaveextensivebamboocover

Mammals Wild animals such as elephants, barking deer, gaur, wild
dogs, rare spotted linsang,Himalayanserow and red pandasrule this
denseforest. Catspeciesare commonleopard,cloudedleopard, golden
cats, leopard catsand other speciedike Himalayanbears,Bhutangiant
flying squirrels, arrow-tailed flying squirrels, and the slow Loris The
primate species Arunachalmacaqueand Cappedanguralsomakethe
forest, their home.
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