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Conservation comes through love for Nature. Our conviction is to let nature 
remain pure and not interfere with her laws and processes. Our sole 
purpose will be to hand over our beautiful  planet for our next generations 
to breath clean and co-exist happily.  
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Remembering  

the  

Tiger 
Diptarka Ghosh 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛƳƳƻǊǘŀƭ ƘŀƴŘ ƻǊ ŜȅŜ 
could frame thy fearful 

symmetryΚέ - William Blake 
(1974) 

© Nirmalya Chakraborty 
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One species of wild fauna that has captivated human beings 
from time immemorial is the Tiger.  
 
Tigers have inspired people all over the world and have 
become a part of literature in the form of fiction, folklore, 
myths, shikar tales, natural history and science. A charismatic 
mega fauna and a beacon of biodiversity, the Tiger is a 
άƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ for LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ecological ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴέ and the ¢ƛƎŜǊΩǎ 
forests are crucial to combat climate change in-turn leading to 
healthy environmental and economic future. With more than 
half of the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ tiger population, roaming its forests and 
grasslands, the role of India in ensuring survival of the big cat is 
globally crucial.  
 
The Tiger Timeline: 
 
The Indian subcontinent inextricably forms the heart of the 
tiger land. Where, until the 19th century, it was ΨǘƘŜ dangerous 
ōŜŀǎǘΩ; during the first half of the 20th century it became the 
ΨǊƻȅŀƭ ǉǳŀǊǊȅΩ and two decades post-independence, it has 
played a role of a mascot luring trophy hunters to the country 
and today it has become an unrivalled ΨŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŜƳōƭŜƳΩ.  
Mughal Emperor Jalal-ud-Din Muhammad Akbar gave rise to 
the tradition of trophy hunting/shikar in India, where the tigers 
were considered as άƳŜǊŎƛƭŜǎǎ blood sucking ōŜŀǎǘǎέ. The 
British, who succeeded the Mughals, continued the 
extermination of tigers casting them as άǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ bloodthirsty 
beasts with an insatiable hunger for human flesh.έ  
 
At the close of the 19th century, between 50,000 and 1,00,000 
tigers were thought to roam the Indian subcontinent; but in 
the following years, the  tiger numbers plummeted to less than 
2,000.  

In 1969, the International Union for the Conservation of Nature 
and Natural Resources (IUCN) listed the tiger in the ΨwŜŘ Data 
.ƻƻƪΩ as an άŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ speciesέ. 
 
By 1971, hunting was banned by the Indian Government with 
the promulgation of the Wildlife Conservation Act, 1972.  
 
In 1973, the Government of India, under the leadership of 
άLƴŘƛŀΩǎ greatest wildlife ǎŀǾƛƻǊέ ς Prime Minister Smt. Indira 
Gandhi, took a pioneering initiative for conserving and 
protecting its national animal, by launching the ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ most 
comprehensive Tiger conservation initiative - The Project Tiger 
on 1st April 1973.  

The most photographed tigress ς Machhli - © Nirmalya Chakraborty 
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From 9Tiger Reserves since its inception, the Project Tiger 
coverage has increased to 50 at present, covering over 2% of 
the area and approximately 10% of the recorded forest area. 
The Project Tiger, administered by the National Tiger 
Conservation Authority (NTCA), have contributed massively 
to not just conserve the big ŎŀǘΩǎ population but also make 
India the country with the largest population of tigers in the 
world. 
 
άThe Tiger cannot be preserved in isolation. It is at the apex 
of a large and complex biotope. Its habitat threatened by 
human intrusion, commercial forestry, and cattle grazing 
must first be made inviolate.έ  - Prime Minister, Smt. Indira 
Gandhi.  
 
In the year 2010, 13 Asian countries, that are home to tigers, 
came together in the Global Tiger Recovery Program at the 
St. Petersburg Tiger Summit, and pledged to double the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ tiger population by 2022 ς the next ά¸ŜŀǊ of the 
¢ƛƎŜǊέ as per the Chinese horoscope.  
 
The panel decided to celebrate άDƭƻōŀƭ Tiger 5ŀȅέ on July 
29th every year, dedicated to the worldwide awareness and 
support for tiger conservation. Since then, Global Tiger Day 
has gained tremendous recognition all over the world, 
making it an important event for wildlife conservation and 
awareness.  

© Nirmalya Chakraborty 
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As it  stands today:  
 
With the threats of poaching, unchecked deforestation, 
habitat destruction, increased human encroachment leading 
to severe man-animal conflict and a diminishing prey base - 
much more rampant than ever before, the future of the 
iconic big cat is still at stake.   
 
The trade in all parts of Tigers, especially their bones for 
Chinese medicine is the new threat that is decimating the 
species and India accounts for most of the Tiger part 
seizures.  
 
The Ministry of Environment has claimed that 45% of the 
tiger deaths between the years 2012 and 2017 were caused 
due to unnatural reasons. However about 37% of the tigers 
died due to poaching and seizure of body parts. Current 
estimates indicate that there are over 7,000 tigers being held 
in more than 200 ΨŦŀǊƳǎΩ in East and South-East Asia. 
Roughly three-quarters of these tiger farms are located in 
China, with the remainder found mostly in Thailand, Laos 
and Vietnam. According to TRAFFIC report, China has 
exported 40,900 kg and 3,514 cartons of medicines 
containing tiger derivatives. Though all the derivatives 
claimed may not be genuine, even a small fraction is enough 
to endanger our Tigers.  
 
Due to fragmentation, degradation and shrinking of habitats 
and destruction of corridors ς the incidents of tigers 
travelling hundreds of kilometers looking for suitable 
habitats have come to the forefront over the past few years. 

Cutting of forest cover to widen National Highways © Nirmalya Chakraborty 

Unchecked mining in critical tiger corridors  - © Nirmalya Chakraborty 
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The Way Forward:    
 
άThe Tiger is a large-hearted gentleman with boundless courage 
and when he is exterminated as exterminated he will be unless 
public opinion rallies to his support ς India will be poorer by 
having lost the finest of her fauna.έ ς Jim Corbett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dedication and determination backed by bold and strong 
political will along with a strong conservation consciousness is 
needed to save LƴŘƛŀΩǎ pristine natural wonders and its 
inhabitants. On Global Tiger Day, experts will be figuring out 
how to balance commerce and conservation in a way that 
ensures LƴŘƛŀΩǎ tiger population continues to grow and let us all 
pray for a better and safe haven for Tigers so that it continues to 
inspire us and keep us enveloped in its magical spell. 

© Nirmalya Chakraborty 

With aspirations of becoming a global economic power, India 
has been pushing countless infrastructure projects, some of 
which are leading to ecological imbalance. With shrinking 
forests and eroding legal protections, the ǘƛƎŜǊΩǎ space is 
squeezed by an ever-tightening ring of human habitation, 
agriculture and industries, and this is where the tiger face 
conflicts with humans living adjoining their habitats, which 
leads to crop depredation, livestock predation, damage to 
property and loss of life. 
 
In villages near the core regions of protected areas where 
crop raids by wild animals are more frequent, the poor 
farmers are prompted to put up high-voltage electrical fences 
in a desperate attempt to protect their crops. Tigers, which 
use these human-dominated landscapes to move about, die 
when they come in contact with these fences. Experts admit 
that electrocution is also one of the major threats to tiger 
conservation leading to increased tiger mortality in central 
India mainly Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Andhra 
Pradesh which harbours one of LƴŘƛŀΩǎ largest tiger 
populations and has been identified as a global tiger 
conservation landscape.  
 
Hence, the need of the hour is connectivity between the 
protected areas so that tiger and other species can move 
from one forest to another without confronting humans, 
whose numbers have also exponentially grown. 
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Secret Life of a Tigress 
Simranjit Singh 

Parenting is really, a very hard job. It changes everything of life ς the body, mind, feelings  and all relationships around. Imagine the 
hardship and efforts a tigress puts in to raise her little cubs to adulthood in a harsh world where the morality rate for the cubs 
below the age of one year is as high as 50%.  
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The job of being a tiger mother is really demanding 
where she fights all odds to raise her small litter of cubs 
to the point where they can fend and hunt for 
themselves. 
 
The whole cycle takes about 2 to 2.5 years. It starts 
when the tigress comes in estrus. The female patrols 
and calls out for a mate and her calls echo deep 
through the foggy depths of the jungle. When they 
both meet, the couple stay together for around six days 
and mate several times a day at an interval of 10-20 
minutes, the frequency may increase up to 52 times a 
day at the peak without food or water. The male will 
leave after she is out of estrus. 
 
The priorities of a tigress suddenly changes after this. 
She starts searching for a safe place to give birth, a 
place that is secure and with good availability of food 
and water, because ready supply of food and water 
near the den site means she will not have to go search 
for the basic life necessities far from the cubs. As the 
time of giving birth closes in, she start selecting a safe 
place to give birth, it can be tall grass, fault in the rocks, 
or a cave on a hill. 
 
After a gestation period of approximately 103 days, she 
gives birth to a littler  of 3 to 4 furry balls like cubs that 
weight around 1-1.8 kg at birth with closed eyes (Cubs 
open their eyes after 14-18 days).   

© NIRMALYA CHAKRABORTY 
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During her labor, she licks her vulva and exerts pressure on the hindquarters preparing for birth, then stands to drop the cubs securely. 
The new born is licked to free it from the sac. She is then a happy mother but having no time to rest, as nursing has to start within few 
hours of giving birth. The body heat of the mother acts as guide for the blind cubs to crawl and reach the mammary glands. For the 
next day or two the tigress devotes all her time nursing and cleaning the cubs, not leaving them even for a second.  
 
During this period, she maintains full hygiene and keeps her den clean. No food is brought inside and the site is also kept free from 
manure. In order to feed her little ones with consistent rich milk and to stay healthy herself, she goes out hunting but stay close to her 
den and not venture out more than 1.5 km from the den. The shortsightedness of cubs restricts their movement; they are like crawling 
balls of fur, so the tigress knows that they will not end up outside their hideout when she is out hunting.  

 

© NIRMALYA CHAKRABORTY 
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By the time cubs open their eyes, the cubs 
become double their size they that were at 
birth. They slowly start to explore their world 
around - the den site. Now the mother has an 
additional responsibility to keep them in, 
away from the sight of any threat. She will 
also change the den of the cubs from time to 
time when she feels disturbed or insecure 
about the safety of the cubs. 
 
Why change the den??? Tiger cubs are highly 
vulnerable at this early age, Leopards, wild 
dogs, sloth bear poses constant threat to 
them. Other male tigers that are looking for a 
mate will also kill the cubs in order to mate 
with the tigress.  So she knows her network 
of hides and she keeps shifting the cubs from 
one place to another. She may also shift den 
site if disturbed by human activities too close 
to the den.  
 
Shifting the cubs is not an easy job. It 
includes patience, technic and experience as 
the mother has to tenderly pick up the 
delicate cubs by the scruff in her mouth and 
transfer them to the new den site one by 
one. The jaws of death with 1050psi are so 
gentle that the cubs not even get a scratch. 



Jungle Rhythms - Monsoon 2019 

As the cubs almost complete their first month in the 
wild, they start to vocalize and move around more. 
They respond to sounds of the forest around them, 
and with a sudden suspicion of fear they get tucked 
in the deepest corner of their den only coming out 
when the mother comes back and calls. Though the 
cubs get their full set of milk teeth by the first 
month but the mother will continue to lactate till  six 
months. The cubs will not be allowed to even lick 
meat till  they are month and half old. This makes 
them  fully dependent on ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ milk. She then 
hunt more often in order to keep up her energy and 
to feed her growing cubs.  
 
By the age of 2 months the cubs get there first 
upgrade the incisors and canines start to break 
through their gums and lower molar start emerging. 
They get the first taste of tender flesh.  Now their 
mother start introducing them to the wild world, 
they accompany their mother for short walks away 
from the safety of their den, barely able to walk 
properly, stumbling upon twigs. She is always on 
alert when taking the cubs out of the den, ears and 
eyes looking for the slightest danger. Tiger moms 
are very protective and can go to any extent when it 
comes to the safety of the young ones. 

© NIRMALYA CHAKRABORTY 
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As the cubs grow she gets fully caught up in this cycle of 
nursing and feeding the cubs, changing den sites and 
keeping it clean, cleaning the cubs, fighting danger, 
keeping male tigers away from the cubs and making a kill 
and feeding herself to keep up the milk supply. This  is a 
real difficult task in itself with a success rate of 5% of 
hunting.  
 
She now starts leaving the cubs alone for longer duration 
and focus more on hunting for her family. Now she spends 
30% of her time with the cubs as compared 80% when 
they were born. By the age of six months the cubs start to 
wander for short distance on their own. The tigress try her 
best to make a kill nearby so that she can drag it to the 
cubs to eat but if the kill is heavy or far off to take it back 
home, she takes the cubs along to feed. She always allows 
them to eat first and once they have finished then only 
she will eat. Mothers are by nature so caring. 
 
The training of the cubs starts between the eighth and 
tenth month when the cubs grow up and can start 
accompanying their mother on hunts. What they are 
instructed is to sit still, stay silent and watch what mother 
does. As kids soon they loose their patience and hastily 
imitate their mother only to be detected by their prey 
animals who flee instantly. The game gets over for the 
tigress even before making a move. These teachings 
continue for a year and half.  

© NIRMALYA CHAKRABORTY 
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The mother shows and teaches them the art of hunting - how to 
approach an animal keeping in mind the direction of the wind, 
stalking and scanning techniques, foot placement and delivering 
a killing bite. It takes the cubs months before they can master 
these traits and make a successful kill themselves but till  then 
lying in wait, staking and attacking is a game that they love a lot.  
 
The tigress now more often is accompanied by the mischievous 
gang running, jumping, playing around her and learning the bush 
craft as taught by their mother. They start experimenting with 
the hunting techniques under the watchful eye of their mother.  
 
Once the cubs reach the age of around 17-18 months, they no 
longer cuddle and sleep together. They kill small animals 
themselves but still when the mom makes a kill they are always 
present there for a super. Now she feels the need to teach them 
how to kill a large animals (sambar or may be a cow). This needs 
several demonstrations and lots of practice. This is the final 
stage of their training.  
 
The cubs when almost two years old wander alone more, even 
further. Some sub adults try to bully a territory inside their 
ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ domain. Their relationship with the mother is no 
longer the same; they start to keep distance. She no longer 
loves their company, greeting are in the form of purrs, kind of 
formality which earlier were in the form of rubbing bodies, 
licking each other. The tigress smack them if they try to get too 
close, she knows they have graduated. All the love, care, 
sacrifices, efforts she had put to raise, protect and train them 
will not go in vain. They are ready to face the wild world on their 
own, ruling their own territories having their own cubs.  
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They have now become supreme predators and the soul of our Indian jungles. 
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Eaglenest was truly a completely hidden valley until May 2006, when Dr Ramana Athreya discovered a new bird species, and named 
Bugunliocichla (Liocichlabugunorum) for the local Bugun tribe. This discovery played a significant role in establishing Eaglenest as one of 
the top-ranked birding spots for both researchers and bird lovers in world. . 

óEaglenestôï Paradise on Earth  
Bitupan Kolong 
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Eaglenest Wildlife Sanctuary is in western Arunachal Pradesh, Spread 
over an area of 217 sq km at an altitudinal range from 500 meters to 
3500 meters from sea level with its pristine mountain forests and dense 
canopies of Eastern Himalayas under Shergaon Forest Division in the 
West Kameng District of Arunachal Pradesh. Eaglenest Wildlife 
Sanctuary is a major centrepiece of nature lovers all over the world. The 
combination of cloud, rain, fog and leeches with its pristine mountain 
forests and dense canopies, recalls the magical forest of the ancient 
world.  
 
Eaglenest has derived its name from Red Eagle Division, a regiment of 
Indian Army which used to operate in the region in the 1950Ωǎ. 
 
Holiness of the Land:  The 14th Dalai Lama used this forest tract to 
travel from Tibet to the plains of Assam in 1959 and stayed at a site, 
called Sharua, at an elevation of 2500 meters inside the Bugun 
community forest land. 
 
Vegetation: Eaglenest is a highly bio-diverse geography of floral species - 
tropical evergreen forests in the lower elevations, temperate broad-
leaved forests in mid altitudes, and conifers and rhododendrons at the 
highest elevations of Dirang and the Sela Pass.. Most parts of Eaglenest 
also have extensive bamboo cover.  
 
Mammals: Wild animals such as elephants, barking deer, gaur, wild 
dogs, rare spotted linsang, Himalayan serow, and red pandas rule this 
dense forest. Cat species are common leopard, clouded leopard , golden 
cats, leopard cats and other species like Himalayan bears, Bhutan giant 
flying squirrels, arrow-tailed flying squirrels, and the slow Loris. The 
primate speciesτArunachal macaque and Capped langur also make the 
forest, their home. 
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