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Conservation comes through love for Nature. Our conviction is to let nature 
remain pure and not interfere with her laws and processes. Our sole 
purpose will be to hand over our beautiful  planet for our next generations 
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Remembering  

the  

Tiger 
Diptarka Ghosh 

“What immortal hand or eye 
could frame thy fearful 

symmetry?” - William Blake 
(1974) 

© Nirmalya Chakraborty 
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One species of wild fauna that has captivated human beings 
from time immemorial is the Tiger.  
 
Tigers have inspired people all over the world and have 
become a part of literature in the form of fiction, folklore, 
myths, shikar tales, natural history and science. A charismatic 
mega fauna and a beacon of biodiversity, the Tiger is a 
“metaphor for India’s ecological foundation” and the Tiger’s 
forests are crucial to combat climate change in-turn leading to 
healthy environmental and economic future. With more than 
half of the world’s tiger population, roaming its forests and 
grasslands, the role of India in ensuring survival of the big cat is 
globally crucial.  
 
The Tiger Timeline: 
 
The Indian subcontinent inextricably forms the heart of the 
tiger land. Where, until the 19th century, it was ‘the dangerous 
beast’; during the first half of the 20th century it became the 
‘royal quarry’ and two decades post-independence, it has 
played a role of a mascot luring trophy hunters to the country 
and today it has become an unrivalled ‘conservation emblem’.  
Mughal Emperor Jalal-ud-Din Muhammad Akbar gave rise to 
the tradition of trophy hunting/shikar in India, where the tigers 
were considered as “merciless blood sucking beasts”. The 
British, who succeeded the Mughals, continued the 
extermination of tigers casting them as “terrible bloodthirsty 
beasts with an insatiable hunger for human flesh.”  
 
At the close of the 19th century, between 50,000 and 1,00,000 
tigers were thought to roam the Indian subcontinent; but in 
the following years, the  tiger numbers plummeted to less than 
2,000.  

In 1969, the International Union for the Conservation of Nature 
and Natural Resources (IUCN) listed the tiger in the ‘Red Data 
Book’ as an “endangered species”. 
 
By 1971, hunting was banned by the Indian Government with 
the promulgation of the Wildlife Conservation Act, 1972.  
 
In 1973, the Government of India, under the leadership of 
“India’s greatest wildlife savior” – Prime Minister Smt. Indira 
Gandhi, took a pioneering initiative for conserving and 
protecting its national animal, by launching the World’s most 
comprehensive Tiger conservation initiative - The Project Tiger 
on 1st April 1973.  

The most photographed tigress – Machhli - © Nirmalya Chakraborty 
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From 9Tiger Reserves since its inception, the Project Tiger 
coverage has increased to 50 at present, covering over 2% of 
the area and approximately 10% of the recorded forest area. 
The Project Tiger, administered by the National Tiger 
Conservation Authority (NTCA), have contributed massively 
to not just conserve the big cat’s population but also make 
India the country with the largest population of tigers in the 
world. 
 
“The Tiger cannot be preserved in isolation. It is at the apex 
of a large and complex biotope. Its habitat threatened by 
human intrusion, commercial forestry, and cattle grazing 
must first be made inviolate.”  - Prime Minister, Smt. Indira 
Gandhi.  
 
In the year 2010, 13 Asian countries, that are home to tigers, 
came together in the Global Tiger Recovery Program at the 
St. Petersburg Tiger Summit, and pledged to double the 
world’s tiger population by 2022 – the next “Year of the 
Tiger” as per the Chinese horoscope.  
 
The panel decided to celebrate “Global Tiger Day” on July 
29th every year, dedicated to the worldwide awareness and 
support for tiger conservation. Since then, Global Tiger Day 
has gained tremendous recognition all over the world, 
making it an important event for wildlife conservation and 
awareness.  

© Nirmalya Chakraborty 
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As it stands today:  
 
With the threats of poaching, unchecked deforestation, 
habitat destruction, increased human encroachment leading 
to severe man-animal conflict and a diminishing prey base - 
much more rampant than ever before, the future of the 
iconic big cat is still at stake.   
 
The trade in all parts of Tigers, especially their bones for 
Chinese medicine is the new threat that is decimating the 
species and India accounts for most of the Tiger part 
seizures.  
 
The Ministry of Environment has claimed that 45% of the 
tiger deaths between the years 2012 and 2017 were caused 
due to unnatural reasons. However about 37% of the tigers 
died due to poaching and seizure of body parts. Current 
estimates indicate that there are over 7,000 tigers being held 
in more than 200 ‘farms’ in East and South-East Asia. 
Roughly three-quarters of these tiger farms are located in 
China, with the remainder found mostly in Thailand, Laos 
and Vietnam. According to TRAFFIC report, China has 
exported 40,900 kg and 3,514 cartons of medicines 
containing tiger derivatives. Though all the derivatives 
claimed may not be genuine, even a small fraction is enough 
to endanger our Tigers.  
 
Due to fragmentation, degradation and shrinking of habitats 
and destruction of corridors – the incidents of tigers 
travelling hundreds of kilometers looking for suitable 
habitats have come to the forefront over the past few years. 

Cutting of forest cover to widen National Highways © Nirmalya Chakraborty 

Unchecked mining in critical tiger corridors  - © Nirmalya Chakraborty 
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The Way Forward:    
 
“The Tiger is a large-hearted gentleman with boundless courage 
and when he is exterminated as exterminated he will be unless 
public opinion rallies to his support – India will be poorer by 
having lost the finest of her fauna.” – Jim Corbett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dedication and determination backed by bold and strong 
political will along with a strong conservation consciousness is 
needed to save India’s pristine natural wonders and its 
inhabitants. On Global Tiger Day, experts will be figuring out 
how to balance commerce and conservation in a way that 
ensures India’s tiger population continues to grow and let us all 
pray for a better and safe haven for Tigers so that it continues to 
inspire us and keep us enveloped in its magical spell. 

© Nirmalya Chakraborty 

With aspirations of becoming a global economic power, India 
has been pushing countless infrastructure projects, some of 
which are leading to ecological imbalance. With shrinking 
forests and eroding legal protections, the tiger’s space is 
squeezed by an ever-tightening ring of human habitation, 
agriculture and industries, and this is where the tiger face 
conflicts with humans living adjoining their habitats, which 
leads to crop depredation, livestock predation, damage to 
property and loss of life. 
 
In villages near the core regions of protected areas where 
crop raids by wild animals are more frequent, the poor 
farmers are prompted to put up high-voltage electrical fences 
in a desperate attempt to protect their crops. Tigers, which 
use these human-dominated landscapes to move about, die 
when they come in contact with these fences. Experts admit 
that electrocution is also one of the major threats to tiger 
conservation leading to increased tiger mortality in central 
India mainly Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Andhra 
Pradesh which harbours one of India’s largest tiger 
populations and has been identified as a global tiger 
conservation landscape.  
 
Hence, the need of the hour is connectivity between the 
protected areas so that tiger and other species can move 
from one forest to another without confronting humans, 
whose numbers have also exponentially grown. 
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Secret Life of a Tigress 
Simranjit Singh 

Parenting is really, a very hard job. It changes everything of life – the body, mind, feelings  and all relationships around. Imagine the 
hardship and efforts a tigress puts in to raise her little cubs to adulthood in a harsh world where the morality rate for the cubs 
below the age of one year is as high as 50%.  
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The job of being a tiger mother is really demanding 
where she fights all odds to raise her small litter of cubs 
to the point where they can fend and hunt for 
themselves. 
 
The whole cycle takes about 2 to 2.5 years. It starts 
when the tigress comes in estrus. The female patrols 
and calls out for a mate and her calls echo deep 
through the foggy depths of the jungle. When they 
both meet, the couple stay together for around six days 
and mate several times a day at an interval of 10-20 
minutes, the frequency may increase up to 52 times a 
day at the peak without food or water. The male will 
leave after she is out of estrus. 
 
The priorities of a tigress suddenly changes after this. 
She starts searching for a safe place to give birth, a 
place that is secure and with good availability of food 
and water, because ready supply of food and water 
near the den site means she will not have to go search 
for the basic life necessities far from the cubs. As the 
time of giving birth closes in, she start selecting a safe 
place to give birth, it can be tall grass, fault in the rocks, 
or a cave on a hill. 
 
After a gestation period of approximately 103 days, she 
gives birth to a littler of 3 to 4 furry balls like cubs that 
weight around 1-1.8 kg at birth with closed eyes (Cubs 
open their eyes after 14-18 days).   

© NIRMALYA CHAKRABORTY 
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During her labor, she licks her vulva and exerts pressure on the hindquarters preparing for birth, then stands to drop the cubs securely. 
The new born is licked to free it from the sac. She is then a happy mother but having no time to rest, as nursing has to start within few 
hours of giving birth. The body heat of the mother acts as guide for the blind cubs to crawl and reach the mammary glands. For the 
next day or two the tigress devotes all her time nursing and cleaning the cubs, not leaving them even for a second.  
 
During this period, she maintains full hygiene and keeps her den clean. No food is brought inside and the site is also kept free from 
manure. In order to feed her little ones with consistent rich milk and to stay healthy herself, she goes out hunting but stay close to her 
den and not venture out more than 1.5 km from the den. The shortsightedness of cubs restricts their movement; they are like crawling 
balls of fur, so the tigress knows that they will not end up outside their hideout when she is out hunting.  

 

© NIRMALYA CHAKRABORTY 
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By the time cubs open their eyes, the cubs 
become double their size they that were at 
birth. They slowly start to explore their world 
around - the den site. Now the mother has an 
additional responsibility to keep them in, 
away from the sight of any threat. She will 
also change the den of the cubs from time to 
time when she feels disturbed or insecure 
about the safety of the cubs. 
 
Why change the den??? Tiger cubs are highly 
vulnerable at this early age, Leopards, wild 
dogs, sloth bear poses constant threat to 
them. Other male tigers that are looking for a 
mate will also kill the cubs in order to mate 
with the tigress.  So she knows her network 
of hides and she keeps shifting the cubs from 
one place to another. She may also shift den 
site if disturbed by human activities too close 
to the den.  
 
Shifting the cubs is not an easy job. It 
includes patience, technic and experience as 
the mother has to tenderly pick up the 
delicate cubs by the scruff in her mouth and 
transfer them to the new den site one by 
one. The jaws of death with 1050psi are so 
gentle that the cubs not even get a scratch. 
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As the cubs almost complete their first month in the 
wild, they start to vocalize and move around more. 
They respond to sounds of the forest around them, 
and with a sudden suspicion of fear they get tucked 
in the deepest corner of their den only coming out 
when the mother comes back and calls. Though the 
cubs get their full set of milk teeth by the first 
month but the mother will continue to lactate till six 
months. The cubs will not be allowed to even lick 
meat till they are month and half old. This makes 
them  fully dependent on mother’s milk. She then 
hunt more often in order to keep up her energy and 
to feed her growing cubs.  
 
By the age of 2 months the cubs get there first 
upgrade the incisors and canines start to break 
through their gums and lower molar start emerging. 
They get the first taste of tender flesh.  Now their 
mother start introducing them to the wild world, 
they accompany their mother for short walks away 
from the safety of their den, barely able to walk 
properly, stumbling upon twigs. She is always on 
alert when taking the cubs out of the den, ears and 
eyes looking for the slightest danger. Tiger moms 
are very protective and can go to any extent when it 
comes to the safety of the young ones. 

© NIRMALYA CHAKRABORTY 
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As the cubs grow she gets fully caught up in this cycle of 
nursing and feeding the cubs, changing den sites and 
keeping it clean, cleaning the cubs, fighting danger, 
keeping male tigers away from the cubs and making a kill 
and feeding herself to keep up the milk supply. This  is a 
real difficult task in itself with a success rate of 5% of 
hunting.  
 
She now starts leaving the cubs alone for longer duration 
and focus more on hunting for her family. Now she spends 
30% of her time with the cubs as compared 80% when 
they were born. By the age of six months the cubs start to 
wander for short distance on their own. The tigress try her 
best to make a kill nearby so that she can drag it to the 
cubs to eat but if the kill is heavy or far off to take it back 
home, she takes the cubs along to feed. She always allows 
them to eat first and once they have finished then only 
she will eat. Mothers are by nature so caring. 
 
The training of the cubs starts between the eighth and 
tenth month when the cubs grow up and can start 
accompanying their mother on hunts. What they are 
instructed is to sit still, stay silent and watch what mother 
does. As kids soon they loose their patience and hastily 
imitate their mother only to be detected by their prey 
animals who flee instantly. The game gets over for the 
tigress even before making a move. These teachings 
continue for a year and half.  

© NIRMALYA CHAKRABORTY 
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The mother shows and teaches them the art of hunting - how to 
approach an animal keeping in mind the direction of the wind, 
stalking and scanning techniques, foot placement and delivering 
a killing bite. It takes the cubs months before they can master 
these traits and make a successful kill themselves but till then 
lying in wait, staking and attacking is a game that they love a lot.  
 
The tigress now more often is accompanied by the mischievous 
gang running, jumping, playing around her and learning the bush 
craft as taught by their mother. They start experimenting with 
the hunting techniques under the watchful eye of their mother.  
 
Once the cubs reach the age of around 17-18 months, they no 
longer cuddle and sleep together. They kill small animals 
themselves but still when the mom makes a kill they are always 
present there for a super. Now she feels the need to teach them 
how to kill a large animals (sambar or may be a cow). This needs 
several demonstrations and lots of practice. This is the final 
stage of their training.  
 
The cubs when almost two years old wander alone more, even 
further. Some sub adults try to bully a territory inside their 
mother’s domain. Their relationship with the mother is no 
longer the same; they start to keep distance. She no longer 
loves their company, greeting are in the form of purrs, kind of 
formality which earlier were in the form of rubbing bodies, 
licking each other. The tigress smack them if they try to get too 
close, she knows they have graduated. All the love, care, 
sacrifices, efforts she had put to raise, protect and train them 
will not go in vain. They are ready to face the wild world on their 
own, ruling their own territories having their own cubs.  
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They have now become supreme predators and the soul of our Indian jungles. 
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Eaglenest was truly a completely hidden valley until May 2006, when Dr Ramana Athreya discovered a new bird species, and named 
Bugunliocichla (Liocichlabugunorum) for the local Bugun tribe. This discovery played a significant role in establishing Eaglenest as one of 
the top-ranked birding spots for both researchers and bird lovers in world. . 

‘Eaglenest’– Paradise on Earth  
Bitupan Kolong 
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Eaglenest Wildlife Sanctuary is in western Arunachal Pradesh, Spread 
over an area of 217 sq km at an altitudinal range from 500 meters to 
3500 meters from sea level with its pristine mountain forests and dense 
canopies of Eastern Himalayas under Shergaon Forest Division in the 
West Kameng District of Arunachal Pradesh. Eaglenest Wildlife 
Sanctuary is a major centrepiece of nature lovers all over the world. The 
combination of cloud, rain, fog and leeches with its pristine mountain 
forests and dense canopies, recalls the magical forest of the ancient 
world.  
 
Eaglenest has derived its name from Red Eagle Division, a regiment of 
Indian Army which used to operate in the region in the 1950’s. 
 
Holiness of the Land:  The 14th Dalai Lama used this forest tract to 
travel from Tibet to the plains of Assam in 1959 and stayed at a site, 
called Sharua, at an elevation of 2500 meters inside the Bugun 
community forest land. 
 
Vegetation: Eaglenest is a highly bio-diverse geography of floral species - 
tropical evergreen forests in the lower elevations, temperate broad-
leaved forests in mid altitudes, and conifers and rhododendrons at the 
highest elevations of Dirang and the Sela Pass.. Most parts of Eaglenest 
also have extensive bamboo cover.  
 
Mammals: Wild animals such as elephants, barking deer, gaur, wild 
dogs, rare spotted linsang, Himalayan serow, and red pandas rule this 
dense forest. Cat species are common leopard, clouded leopard , golden 
cats, leopard cats and other species like Himalayan bears, Bhutan giant 
flying squirrels, arrow-tailed flying squirrels, and the slow Loris. The 
primate species—Arunachal macaque and Capped langur also make the 
forest, their home. 
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“To see and hear the call of Ward’s trogon and Blyth’s Tragopan in 
this dense forest is an unforgettable moments for me” 
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Eaglenest is home of more than 500 bird species to birds like Bugunliocichla, 
beautiful nuthatch, Ward’s trogon, red-headed trogon, red-faced liocichla, slender-
billed scimitar babbler, eight different species of wren babblers, and many 
flycatchers. There have also been sightings of rare birds like the grey peacock 
pheasant, Blyth’s tragopan, and the Temminck’s tragopan. 
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Reptiles:  About 33 snake species have been recorded till date. Such as newly discovered Arunachal Pit Viper, Darjeeling false wolf snake 
  
Amphibians and Lizards: Twelve species of lizards and 35 species of frogs have been recorded till now 
 
Butterflies: 250 species have been reported from Eaglenest, with many more still waiting to be revealed. Eaglenest is one of the best 
locations to see one of India’s prettiest butterfly – the Bhutan Glory (Bhutanitis lidderdalei). 
 
Moths: About 10,000 moth species estimated to exist in India, more than 400 species have currently been identified in Eaglenest. 
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The main places in Eaglesnest 
 
Eaglenest is well connected and almost all of it’s 
habitat is accessible via a motorable track, 
which starts from Tenga, goes up to the Lama 
Camp, then crosses Eaglenest Pass, goes past 
the Bompu and Sessni Camps, and then down 
to the village of Khellong. 
 
Ramalingam is midway between Tenga and 
Lama, where the forest entry permit has to be 
taken from the forest beat office. Ramalingam 
along with the adjacent Bugun Community 
Forest is a good place to find white collared 
blackbirds, wall creepers, common buzzards, 
many flycatchers and  Hodgson’s frogmouths. 
 
Lama Camp is named in the honor of Dalai 
Lama’s visit, is located about 12 kilometers from 
Ramalingam.  This is the home of Bugunliocichla 
– one of the most of spectacular birds have 
been seen near by the Lama Camp.  One can 
also witness the spectacular view of the Gori-
Chen range (altitude 19,685 feet) at Lama camp. 
It is best to take time out to simply sit back and 
absorb in the glorious mountainous vista.  
 
The Eaglenest Pass is around ten kilometers 
south of Lama Camp, and is the sanctuary’s 
highest point at 2780m above the sea level. The 
stretch is of temperate broad-leaved forest with 
rhododendron and bamboo – a typical habitat 
of the Temminck’s tragopan and red pandas. 
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Sunderview is an open ground, is midway between Eaglenest Pass and Bompu Camp at about 2465m. It is surrounded by tall temperate 
moist forests, with moss hanging from the trees. The home of the Ward’s trogon. 
 
Bompu Camp is the next tented accommodation place about 1945m above the sea level after Lama Camp. It is about 30 kilometres 
south of Lama Camp and is surrounded by dense moist jungle and bamboo forest from where it has got its name. It is also the home of 
Blyth’s tragopan, Wren Babblers, Bhutan giant flying squirrel, a near threatened rodent species and rare golden cat.  This is where one 
stay up late to watch the spectacular view of Brahmaputra valley at night - “the twinkling lights of Missamari” of Assam, especially from 
Bompu Camp, where the wide open spaces all around encourage long hours of sky gazing. 
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Sessni is about 12 kms from Bompu Camp 
south East at about 1500m. It covered by mix 
forest of temperate and bamboo and is a home 
of rare species like Rufous-necked Hornbill, 
Partridges, grey peacock pheasant , red-faced 
liocichla, beautiful nuthatch, rufous-headed 
parrotbill, chestnut-headed tesia.  
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Khellong is the last tourist place of 
Eaglesnest situated at an altitude of 
about 1200m above sea level. It is 
surrounded by different varieties of 
bamboos. A place well-known for 
Elephants and woodpeckers like the 
Pale headed Woodpecker and Bay 
woodpecker. 
 
The Holy Tree of Khellong was 
planted by The Highness Dalai Lama 
in 1959. Local lore has it that the 
Dalai Lama mistakenly trampled a 
tree sapling while walking along a 
path. Seeking to amend his mistake, 
he replanted the sapling, but he 
mistakenly planted it upside down. 
By some miracle, as though nature 
were heeding his intent and not his 
action, the tree still grew and 
survived. 
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                          Conservation and eco-tourism  
  
With the subsequent discovery of Bugun Liochichla, in 2003 
the involvement of the locals in the study of birds and other 
wildlife, have increased and some of local Bugun community 
members have began to realize the importance of 
conservation of nature. The local community realized that 
along with conservation, economic benefits would also 
benefit the communities. Presently this forest area is 
effectively managed by a Bugun community NGO, called 
Singchung Community Reserve Forest. This community NGO 
organizes awareness camps on conservation of forest and 
wildlife in the Eaglenest area. 
 
The Buguns who were till recently hunters like many co-
tribes of the state have now completely given up hunting 
and turned preservers of wildlife. According to Indi Glow, the 
transformation is in the interest of the locals as many of 
them have been absorbed in patrolling jobs, driver, working 
as a birding guides and tour operators. Many youths are now 
employed in the Lama Camp and Bompu Camp and many 
families are benefits directly or indirectly from tourism by 
supply of local foods.  This successful eco-tourism model has 
been a great eye-opener for many in the north-east. 
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From Sunderview towards Bompu Camp the entire stretch of 
the road is surrounded by a tall temperate and bamboo forest, 
with moss hanging from the trees and very low light insides. 
To see and hear the call of Ward’s trogon and Blyth’s Tragopan 
in this kind of forest is an unforgettable moments for me. The 
sound of this two bird is unique, mainly the Tragopan call as 
similar as ‘a baby crying’ which gives the best thrills in this 
dense forest. 
 
15 April 2016:  
We were driving towards Eaglenest pass, just before the pass 
there is a open wet grassland, where we stopped the car and 
we were on a walking trail  and as we approached the next 
turn some about 10 meters ahead of us, suddenly a golden 
cat appeared in front of us turn the head toward us and 
crossed the road and quickly disappeared. It was easy to 
identify the cat by the black spot on top of tail tip. 
 
March 2017:  
I was then with two young zoologists from England. We went 
to the Sundarview Trail, surrounded by temperate broad-
leaved forest with rhododendron and bamboo laden with 
moss. We heard something was coming from the step slops. 
Either it could be pheasants or mammals. We proceeded with 
a sharp lookout for the source of the sound. Suddenly we 
spotted the Serow which was coming towards the trail. 
Suddenly exclaimed, “Serow-Serow!” and we squeezed the 
shutter. I got only one shot of the Serow. Again it disappeared 
in the dense forest. 
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THE CASE OF THE BULL ELEPHANT 
 
19 April 2016:  
As we were driving north of Bompu towards Sunderview about 
5.30 am, we were searching the Trogopan on foot  near 
Buddhgolai and our car approached the next turn some 100 
meters ahead of the car and a bull elephant was seen facing us 
at the turn in the middle of the path. My guest Mr. Simon van 
der Meulen from Netherland was inside the car and fixed his 
camera lenses to photograph the elephant. The driver 
immediately stopped and within seconds started speeding 
backwards, causing the bull elephant to walk forward. I 
instructed him to stop the car. My guest Mr. Simon van der 
Meulen firmly instructed the driver to stop panicking and then 
stepped forward in-between the car and the approaching 
elephant. 
 
At some 20-30 meters distance, at first it seemed that the 
elephant was ready to back-off, but then suddenly it changed 
its mind and charged menacingly towards us.  
 
The driver immediately raced backwards even after the 
repeated warning of the guest not to speed (also not to forget 
that the next turn behind us was approachingly rapidly and 
more likely the car would crash down into the slopes out of 
control). We had to jump out of the vehicle.  
 
We ran as fast as we could and as we had turned the corner we 
saw that the car had come to a grinding halt and its engine 
stopped. I turned back and to my horror, I saw the bull elephant 
also turning the corner as well and this time in full speed. In 
just 2 or 3 seconds later I heard the elephant crashing the car’s 
door with a bang.. 

We all jumped into the forest below from where the slope 
was steepest and the elephant raced past us and missed us 
by a whisker! 
 
I was inflicted with some painful wounds on the hand and my 
back as I had to hold onto a bamboo that was full of thorny 
edges at the joints. I waited for around 30 minutes, and 
although I could see my guest, but I could contact hin with 
loud verbal communication. Me and my guest slowly crawled 
up to the road to monitor the situation. The car was where 
we’d left it, lights still switched on, but no sight of the driver. 
We decided to walk slowly to the next turn where the 
elephant had gone, concerned about meeting the gruesome 
fate of the driver. As we approached the next turn, I warned 
the elephant appeared to be still there in the vicinity and we 
ran back and took cover inside the forest again. The leeches 
by then had sucked every last drop of our blood from every 
part of our body. 
 
Another 15 minutes passed as we kept calling the driver’s 
name ‘Raju’ but got no response. Then suddenly we heard 
the sound of the car door being opened. We went up to the 
road again and – to our joy – saw the driver. He had found 
shelter on a tree and traced his way back after he had seen 
the elephant disappearing in the forest at a safe distance. 
 
It’s easy to blame the driver, but this trip was appearently his 
first and he had already displayed a genuine fear of 
elephants during the previous days with us. This encounter 
was simply too much for him. Later, at Sunderview, the local 
guard also told us that it was that bull elephant that had 
killed a few people some years ago at Sessi camp. 
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Charging Bull Elephant  from Eaglenest WLS 
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Crowned River Turtle – Achieving Hatching Success 

Arunima Singh, Rishika Dubla, Shailendra Singh 
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In chelonian conservation circles, there is no doubt that the reigning superstars are the large majestic marine turtles such as the Olive 
Ridleys and Leatherbacks. However, often ignored and sometimes even unheard of are their freshwater counterparts. It may come as a 
surprise to many a layman as well as biologists that there are 29 species (formerly 28, now updated after a tortoise species from 
Myanmar was encountered in Arunachal Pradesh this June 2019) of freshwater turtles compared to only 5 marine species. 

The Saryu River  
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While ‘turtles’ is the over-arching term used in everyday 
vernacular, freshwater chelonians can actually be split into 
turtles, tortoises and terrapins; with even turtles ranging 
between being fully aquatic, semi-aquatic to semi-terrestiral. 
Unlike marine turtles, freshwater turtles have proliferated 
across a cornucopia of habitats; ranging from slow and fast 
flowing rivers, areas with high vegetation, natural and man-
made ponds and estuarine mangrove and hilly forests, 
displaying an underrated level of adaptive plasticity. 
 
One such species is the Crowned River Turtle (Hardella thurjii). A 
single representative from the monotypic genus Hardella, H. 
thurjii is a large freshwater turtle found in the watersheds of the 
Ganges, Brahmaputra, and Indus river systems across 
Bangladesh, India, Nepal, and Pakistan. Listed as Vulnerable by 
the IUCN Red List, extensive hunting and habitat degradation 
have garnered this enigmatic species as a candidate for an 
‘Endangered’ status, as proposed at the 2017 IUCN Red list 
Assessment Workshop- India 

Females tend to be brownish grey while males are browner 
with three dark, faux-keel intermittent stripes across the 
carapace and a bright yellow ring around the marginal and 
costal scute boundaries. While both sexes display yellow stripes 
across their snouts and brows, resembling crowns and from 
which they derive their name, male ‘crowns’ and carapace lines 
are much brighter, with colours ranging from sunshine yellow to 
flaming orange during the courtship months.  
 
Like most freshwater turtles, the Crowned River Turtle displays 
sexual dimorphism, with females reaching gargantuan sizes of 
nearly 50cm in length and weighing more than 16kgs, while 
males are miniscule in comparison, reaching an average of 
12cm in length and weighing no more than 1kg.  

Male on top and female hardella thurjii   
PC Rishika Dubla TSA- WCS India 
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Most turtles follow conventional reptilian behavior such as 
basking (external regulation of body temperature via the sun), 
terrestrial mating and burial of nests in sandy river banks. 
However, H. thurjii proves itself to be a chelonian anomaly. It is 
a heavily aquatic species that has never been observed to bask 
(though rare instances have been reported from field reports) 
and mates and nests underwater. 
 
Until recently, knowledge of the ecology and remarkable 
underwater nesting behavior of this largely aquatic species has 
been limited. In light of the paucity of species knowledge, as 
well as contradictory information available, the Turtle Survival 
Alliance/Wildlife Conservation Society Indian Turtle 
Conservation Programme (ITCP) has been conducting a study 
in the Saryu River; a small, slow flowing tributary of the 
Ghaghara River that flows through the Terai Arc Landscape 
(TAL).  
 
The TAL is a stretch of fragmented forests found along the 
Indo-Nepal border, where the Saryu and Ghaghara Rivers 
flowing along the Indian foothills of the Himalayas serve as key 
turtle diversity hotspots. In recognition of this species-rich 
environment, the ITCP recognizes Terai as a Turtle Priority Area 
(TPA), with its first objective being to conduct species-habitat 
inventories throughout the region.  
 
Congruent with ITCP’s mandate to collect more information on 
the endemic species of this river system, the team also 
recognized the need for determining abundance and 
survivorship baselines at multiple sites in response to the 
severe threats to turtle populations from risky and unmitigated 
fishing practices as well as large scale illegal poaching.  

The Saryu River is a wholly unprotected landscape and often 
most communities found along the river are fishermen by trade, 
often considering accidental turtle deaths via drowning as 
acceptable collateral damage as they struggle to earn a living in 
one of the poorest districts in the entire country.  
 
Bearing all these factors in mind, the ITCP proposed a study to 
elucidate facts about the reproductive biology of the Crowned 
River turtle that would eventually inform and help devise an 
effective head-starting technique to initiate a recovery 
programme for decimated populations; with a study design that 
also allowed the simultaneous collection of turtle population 
data for all other species encountered. 
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To first identify viable sites, the project team conducted extensive surveys of the Saryu River from its origin point near the Indo-Nepal 
border all the way down its 100km length until it joined the Ghaghara River. Braving blistering heat, hostile fishermen and barely-there 
walking paths dangerously close to the river’s edge, the team ran surveys at viable location, identified based on vegetation cover, river 
depth, historical data and interviews conducted with locals encountered along the way. 
 
Surveys were planned during the courtship and mating season of H. thurjii occuring from mid-May to end-June, when both sexes of this 
species are most active and can easily be spotted from high vantage points. The team were on the lookout for one of two very 
distinguishable courtship behaviours: ‘tail curling’ by males and ‘head vibrations’, which at first glance, innocently enough looks like a 
male and female engaging in Eskimo kisses, but has much more sinister connotations, where in fact he is attempting to push the female 
underwater to tire her out. Eventually, two ideal sites were identified where the highest number of members of this species were 
observed in full courtship mode, with one female being courted by an average of three to seven amorous males!  
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Females begin to lay eggs sometime between September and 
November, where even the egg development process for this 
species bucks the norm. Eggs are laid post monsoon and it is 
believed that they remain dormant until receding water levels 
expose them and kick-start the development process. Then, during 
the extreme Himalayan winter experienced in this region, egg 
development undergoes a natural diapause and restarts in spring 
(around February) and continues until eggs eventually hatch in 
May, resulting in a total gestation period of nearly 9 months. 
 
As part of the study proposed by the ITCP, nine nests were 
collected from of the Saryu in November 2018 and transported to 
the Laboratory for Aquatic Biology (LAB) at the Kukrail Gharial and 
Turtle Rehabilitation Centre for incubation. The committed team 
inspects and only chooses nests from females that pass a certain 
size and weight threshold, painstakingly measuring, checking, 
marking and transporting each egg into transport-friendly 
incubation boxes lined with a mixture of natal soil and external soil.  

After a nearly 8 month laborious process, where egg 
development was regularly checked to cause the least 
amount of disturbance, the team were rewarded with the 
first of the 68 hatchlings pipping their eggs on 22nd May 
2019, with all viable eggs completing hatching by 30th May 
2019. By unlocking the key to the parameters of their 
diapause, the hatching success has been increased from 50% 
to 80% since the project began. 
 
The goal of this project is to not only better understand the 
reproductive particularities of this marginally understood 
species, but to also improve ex-situ breeding for future 
supplementation of dwindling wild populations. This year’s 
cohort of hatchlings will be retained at the LAB for several 
months before 75% are released into the wild at the same 
site from which the eggs were collected. The remaining 25% 
will be kept in captivity to bolster the gene pool of the 
assurance-breeding colony for the species being developed 
at the LAB.  
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This project could not have been possible 
without the unwavering and continued 
support from the officers and frontline 
staff of the Uttar Pradesh Forest and 
Wildlife Department. I thank them for 
giving permission and providing on all 
ground support during field work as well 
as at Kukrail centre. 
 
I would like to thank our Project 
Coordinator Mr. Bhaskar Mani Dixit for 
their support and advice. I also thank our 
on ground project team Mr. Suresh Pal Ji, 
Dr. Ashish Singh Chauhan, Mahedra 
Pratap Singh and Santram. 
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A Green Soldier  
‘Dinabandhu Biswas’ 
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By profession Dinabandhu Biswas is a school teacher, but he has a completely different profile in real life. He has devoted his life in 
rescue operations of snakes, wild animals and other endangered species. He has also arranged for their rehabilitation, all for 
maintenance of ecological balance locally. He has also now introduced a systematic maintenance of Registration records of his rescued 
wild animals to track their distribution. 
 
Dinabandhu has rescued more than four thousands venomous and non-venomous snakes in the Birbhum district in West Bengal and 
after primary treatment, has arranged for their suitable rehabilitation with the help of Forest Department. To grow more awareness 
about the importance of snakes in our eco-system, he has also conducted many awareness camps even in the remotest corners of the 
district and in different schools, colleges and far off places.  
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In India per year more than 30 thousands people are 
killed by snake-bites only because of ignorance and 
superstitious belief. The victims rush to their local 
faith  - Ojhas or Gunins (who practice non-scientific 
medicine) and in most cases they prove to be failure 
or even fatal, quite naturally. For disillusionment of 
the common people,  
 
Dinabandhu have played a key role in spreading 
awareness by organizing camps and distributing 
leaflets among them. The victims are often advised to 
be shifted to the hospitals at the earliest by him and 
thus have saved many lives. This has brought him 
much closer to the common masses of the district.  
 
This faith in Dinabandhu have helped to convince the 
people about the importance of wild animals and 
others endangered species. Now they have become 
informers and help in the rescue and protection of 
such wild animals and their unprotected eggs.  
 
Dinabandhu have then successfully arranged the 
incubation of more than thousands of eggs of 
different reptiles and rehabilitated the babies after 
they came out.   
 
Now the rate of killing of snakes and others reptiles 
has remarkably decreased in the different localities of 
the district, for the people are now aware of the 
importance of wild animals in eco-system. 
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25/06/2019 – Common Krait (pregnant rescue) – 
delivered 21 baby snakes in Dinabandhu’s hospital 
- Panchpukuriyagram 
26/06/2019 – 1 Cobra delivered 13 baby snakes - 
Chandrapalli (Siuri) 
02/07/2019 – 2 Rat snakes rescue - Ajaypur 
08/07/2019 – Spectacle Cobra rescue - 
Panchpukuriyagram 
10/07/2019 – Cobra rescue - Panchpukuriyagram 
12/07/2019 – Cobra rescue – Kelragram (Siuri) 
15/07/2019 – Checkered Killback (injured rescue) 
delivered 12 baby snakes 
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Maha Kumbha 2019  - ‘The Ganga Prahari’  
Vipul Maurya 

The Himalayas are the source of three major Indian rivers namely the Indus, the Ganga and the Brahmaputra. Ganga drains a basin of 
extraordinary variation in altitude,climate, land use, flora & fauna, social and cultural life. Ganga has been a cradle of human civilization 
since time immemorial and the lifeline for a large number of Indians. 
 
With a network of tributaries, it forms one of the largest continuous alluvial-deposited plains of the world. The Gangetic floodplains 
encompasses 26.3 percent of the geographical area of India and supports fourty three percent of the country’s population. The Ganga 
River has ecological, social, economic and cultural significance. The Ganga Basin is rich in biodiversity and is home to a range of aquatic 
species including Gangetic Dolphin (Platanista gangetica ), three of the elusive otter species, the Smooth-coated, Eurasian and the Small 
clawed otter(Lutrogale perspicillata, Lutra lutra, Aonyx cinereus), critically endangered Gharial (Gavialis gangeticus), Mugger (Crocodylus 
palustris), Estuarine crocodile (Crocodylus porosus), at least 12 species of freshwater turtles including endangered Batagur kachuga, 
several species of fish such as critically endangered Gangetic Shark (Glyphis gangeticus), Gangetic stingray (Himantura fluviatilis), 
Mahaseers (Tor spp.), many freshwater crabs and waterbirds and island nesting birds. 
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Millions of people depend on this great river for physical and spiritual sustenance. People have immense faith in the powers of 
healing and regeneration of the Ganga. It is arguably the most sacred river in the world and is deeply revered by the people of this 
country. The River plays a vital role in religious ceremonies and rituals. To bathe in Ganga is a lifelong ambition of many who 
congregate in large numbers for several river centered festivals such as Maha Kumbh.  
 
The Ganges also suffers from extreme pollution levels, caused by the 400 million people who live close to the river. Sewage from 
many cities along the river's course, industrial waste and religious offerings wrapped in non-degradable plastics add large amounts of 
pollutants to the river as it flows through densely populated areas. 
 
A new grassroot-level volunteer workforce is out there to protect the bio-diversity of river Ganga called Ganga Praharis. A group of 
around 427 trained volunteers are reaching to each and every house in areas along river Ganga to educate them about the 
importance of protecting river’s bio-diversity. They are spread over Ganga basin states of Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, 
Bihar and West Bengal.  
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Roped-in by Wildlife Institute of India (WII), Dehradun as part of 
the “Biodiversity Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation” project 
being sponsored by National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) 
under the aegis of the Namami Gange programme, these Ganga 
Praharis are well trained in ecological monitoring of Ganga aqua 
life, plantation techniques, awareness creation and community 
mobilization. They were trained through a series of national, 
state and site level workshops in diverse skills such as ecological 
surveys, rescue and rehabilitation of aquatic species, awareness 
meetings, social interactions and green livelihood skills.  
 
The Ganga Praharis are linked to various local environmental 
authorities, non-governmental stakeholders in their respective 
states and various other national, academic and research 
institutions for their capacity development. 
 
Not only do these Ganga Praharis performing the task of 
conserving the deteriorating biodiversity of river Ganga, they 
are also motivating other people to spread the clean Ganga 
message, thus, contributing in making clean Ganga mission a 
mass movement. The younger school students, too, have been 
recruited for Bal Ganga Praharis. 
 
THE MAHA KUMBHA 2019 ECO-UPDATE 
 
The Prayag Kumbh Mela is a one of the biggest mela or fair held 
every 12 years at Allahabad (Prayagraj), India. The exact date is 
determined according to Hindu astrology: the Mela is held 
when Jupiter is in Taurus and the sun and the moon are in 
Capricorn. The fair involves ritual bathing at Triveni Sangam, the 
meeting points of three rivers: the Ganga, the Yamuna and the 
mythical Sarasvati. The Kumbh Mela in 2013 became the largest 
religious gathering in the world with almost 120 million visitors. 
The next one is scheduled for 2025, with an Ardh Kumbh Mela 
held this year in 2019.cccc 



Jungle Rhythms - Monsoon 2019 

THE ACTION PLAN 
 
1. WII organized two (11th – 13rd January 2019) - Three day 

orientation workshops at Prayagraj for 2611 Ganga 
Praharis. 

2. 30 members of Ganga Task Force also joined. 
3. They were trained on: 

1. Conducting Mass awareness campaign. 
1. Direct interaction 
2. Playing videos, slides and songs 
3. Conducting street plays 
4. Distribution of information leaflets 

2. 77 Cleanliness drives. 
3. Rehabilitation and rescue of animals in distress. 
4. Short Biodiversity surveys.   
5. Deputation of Ganga Praharis in rotational basis 

at strategic locations.  
 

 
A total of 40 bird species and an Indian Flapshell turtle were 
observed. The most abundant species were the brown 
headed gulls who were present at the confluence in large 
numbers to feed on readymade food offered by the pilgrims. 
Species like River lapwing, Little ringed Plover, Common 
Sandpiper, Red wattled lapwing, Black winged Stilt, Ruddy 
shell ducks shifted  closer to the confluence after the crowds 
and the gulls retreated.  
 
Several instances in which tourists tried to catch these birds 
were stopped, reported and counselled. Injured birds were 
treated and later released.  
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‘Why Urban Ecology ? 
Dr. Kaberi Kar Gupta 

These are questions frequently asked by people to anyone 
who is studying or trying to understand urban habitats in India. 
Like most wildlife scientists I grew up in a megacity, learned 
the name of birds and trees and insects in the city... but as I 
grew up, I wanted to study wildlife, I wanted to escape in the 
forest, and study the mammals like elephants in the forests. 
Nevertheless, I ended up studying the most common non-
human primates that were found in the city when I was 
growing up. People asked me why I am studying common 
langurs (Hanuman langurs) and not elephants or tigers? 
Following that study, I went off to chase the tiny tree living 
nocturnal nonhuman primate, slender loris in the Kalakad- 
Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve. I spent many years in the tiger 
reserve working as a researcher studying wildlife and helping 
the tiger reserve to manage wildlife and forests. 
 
While researching the forests we not only study wildlife and its 
habitats but also observe the people living in and around the 
forest fringes. We watched all the people who are dependent 
on the forests for resources or those who have shared their 
homes with other denizens of the forests. Moreover, we look 
at it as a conflict between people and wildlife. We feel bad 
about not being able to preserve, restore and recreate the 
wildlife habitats in the landscape that we keep aside for 
conservation.  
 
We however, don’t think about the urban or suburban areas 
that we call our home as also home for wildlife. We don't pay 
attention to what animals live with us, among us in cities. We 
need to perhaps conserve the habitats for wildlife around us in 
the cities, in the suburbs in the rural pockets.   

“What is urban ecology?”  
 

“Do urban areas have any wildlife?”  
 

“Aren’t they all concrete jungles?”  
 

“Why do we care for what people do in their land?”  
 

“How does the study of urban habitats help in the conservation of 
nature in India?”  

 
“And why do we need people to be involved in conserving our 

natural resources since people are the problem?”  

© Krishna MB 
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Given that in India we have roughly 5% of the surface area 
protected for wildlife and nature conservation, we ought to 
think about the conservation of nature in the land where we 
live with the wildlife around us. A global study of urban 
habitats found that one in five of all the world's bird species 
now inhabit cities. Furthermore, certain species like house 
sparrows mostly seem to survive near or in human 
habitations. Some species such as common mynah or 
common crow have developed a strong association with 
humans.  Some species even come back to find refuge in 
urban spaces long after their original habitats were taken by 
us, humans.  
 
In North America, endemic species like San Joaquin Kit Foxes 
are now found in the middle of Bakersfield city in Central 
California; endemic birds such as  Abert’s Towhee that is an 
inhabitant of the riparian habitats are now found in the 
suburban yards or golf courses of  Central Arizona's Phoenix 
metropolitan area.  
 
In India, house sparrows are now found in the airports of 
Bangalore and Delhi. And of course, leopards of Bombay, 
mountain lions in Hollywood neighborhood of Los Angeles are 
now almost like celebrities. We recently learned that slender 
loris are found in Bangalore city. The same animals that I 
spent years trying to study in the forests of Kalakad 
Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve. 
 
As urban growth is happening worldwide, a global analysis in 
2015 projected that urban areas will triple by 2030.  This 
analysis also suggested a high number of endemic species are 
found in the areas where urban growth will intensify 

Therefore it is more important to focus on understanding 
what lives in urban habitats along with humans.  And unlike 
the ecological studies in protected areas where we do not 
have or do not want to have humans, urban ecology studies 
cannot exclude people from the ecosystem.  
 
We need to understand the socio-cultural and socio-
economical aspects of the human population living in urban 
quarters, their needs, behaviors, and roles in the urban 
habitats along with nature that exists in a landscape. A major 
stakeholder, in this case, is the human population in the urban 
landscape. How they create, build and modify habitats 
depends on what plants they plant, how they build homes, 
and how the lands are valued.  

© Sandeep GA 
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A lot also depends on the type of governance and the value of 
the land. Apart from that, bio-geographical and 
biogeochemical features of man-made landscapes play a role. 
 
With all of these factors, urban ecological studies, therefore, 
become more complex and multidisciplinary than ecological 
studies in protected areas. Besides population growth, the 
demand for resources is increasing in the globally connected 
economic world. While the economy is bound by political 
boundaries, culture is changing and we are not any more 
leading a life in urban areas that are specific to certain local 
culture. The immigration and emigration of the human 
population and wanting to live a better life also impact local 
ecology.  
 
We want to recreate the houses and landscape of Southern 
California in Bangalore or the creation of green grass lawns of 
European cottage homes in the United States - all of these 
have altered the landscapes and increased the demand for 
water in arid areas which changed the landscape for wildlife.  
 
Can we then create wildlife habitats in urban areas?  
While we may not be able to have tigers roaming in the streets 
of Bangalore, Delhi, or Calcutta, we can certainly create green 
space for smaller mini fauna and microfauna in and around us 
while living in our homes. In fact, researchers recently 
discovered thousands of new species living inside your 
home.  On the other hand, research suggests that we humans 
are happier when we are around green spaces in cities, so 
having green space and wildlife around us is good for us 
humans. For all of these reasons, we really need to understand 
the local ecology in the urban landscapes around us.  

If you would like more about some urban ecology research in 
India and in the US that I am currently doing, please wait for 
the next part of this series.  

© Krishna MB 
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‘Wild Art of a Different Kind 
Vijay Kumawat 

Who said you only need a camera to generate love for 
nature and help the cause of the tiger & wildlife 
conservation?  
 
Meet artist Vijay Kumawat who uses the unusual 
medium of soot to capture the beauty of Indian tigers 
that adorn many homes and spaces and spread love for 
wildlife! 
 
Vijay Kumawat is a local boy of Ranthambhore (Sawai 
Madhopur, Rajasthan) who was born on 29th 
November. 1985. Mr. Ramnarayan Kumawat, his father 
sold handicrafts and paintings with tigers imprinted on 
them. His father himself was not an artist who painted 
these images but he used to buy the tigers paintings 
from a direct painter. He often sent his young son Vijay 
Kumawat to collect the tigers paintings and slowly his 
love for wildlife painting grew. 
 
Vijay would often have to wait for the artists to 
complete their work and then pass onto him and slowly 
Vijay too began to sketch. A deep interest soon grew. 
Vijay then happily drew pencil sketches, gradually 
learning how to shade. 
 
Vijay was also inspired by other senior students who 
drew tigers on silk cloth 
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Vijay too in his first attempt on silk painted - “ A Walking  Tiger"(15x30 inches) which he proudly presented to his father. As luck would 
have it, a few days later someone asked for a tiger image on silk and so Vijay's silk tiger sketch was quickly sold off. 
 
Vijay's heart, was however not in the color painting but shading and pencil sketching, so he made a conscious decision to use them only 
in his work. Later he used charcoal sticks, holding them with newspaper strips for a better grip but unfortunately, charcoal sticks were 
expensive and broke easily. 
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Sketching tigers with different poses takes time and 
then selling the artwork to sustain it as a viable 
profession was becoming difficult.  The economics of 
the cost of pencil (which had to be sharpened every 
now and then, the lead would break frequently, 
increasing the need of more than one pencil per 
drawing) or brush and paper versus the money earned 
didn’t quite work out. 
 
There had to be a cheaper, simpler way. Vijay hit upon a 
novel idea - he began to use soot, which was free of 
cost and a great saving. His artistic medium was lamp 
black or soot from the exhaust pipe of diesel vehicles. 
Vijay also found that rolled strips of newspaper were 
inexpensive, modifiable and easily replaceable for 
brushes. 
 
By the year 1999, Vijay had managed to do the portrait 
of a tiger entirely with soot. After that there was no 
looking back. His Major Activities  were: 
 
1. Wildlife Art exhibition in Denmark October 2011 
2. Wildlife Art Exhibition & Demonstration in Poland - 

April 2019 
3. Felicitated by  Woman & Child Development 

Minister & District Collector of Sawai Madhopur on 
the occasion of 26th January for contributing in 
Wildlife conservation through Art 

4. Wildlife Art Exhibition in Singapore in August 2014  
5. Wildlife artwork exhibition cum sell in David Lloyd 

Finchley club , London in 2016 
6. Wildlife artwork exhibition cum sell in David Lloyd 

Finchley club , London in 2017 
7. Wildlife Art exhibition in Poland in November 2018  



Jungle Rhythms - Monsoon 2019 

© Vijay Kumawat 
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Vijay Kumawat is Full time Wildlife & Nature Artist cum Field Guide in 
Ranthambhore Tiger reserve, Rajasthan India.  
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Jungle Rhythms spent ‘Earth Day’ special moments with Vivekananda Academy School children of families living on the fringes of 
Kishanpur Wildlife Sanctuary (part of Dudhwa Tiger Reserve) at Bhira. We along with honourable Dy. Director (Dudhwa Tiger Reserve) 
Shri IFS Mahaveer Koujalagi interacted with students, and inspired them to lead a eco-sensitive life. An art competition, a small skit and 
awards were organised. Nature Conservation and Eco Foundation played an active role.  

Jungle  

Rhythms 

Spotlights 
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The students of corporation school of Fasaiya Bansinagar (located at 
the border of Dudhwa Tiger Reserve) planted saplings of fruit trees 
along with Jungle Rhythms that will help expand the green carpet 
and also feed many birds like parakeets and hornbills and provide 
more nesting options in the forest fringes! 
 
This initiative was organized and supported by Nature Conservation 
and Eco Foundation.  

Jungle  
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Spotlights 



Jungle Rhythms - Monsoon 2019 

Bolpur High School, an abode of 
great learning in Santiniketan 
today organized a sapling planting 
initiative as well as a Wildlife 
Conservation Awareness Talk by 
editor – Jungle Rhythms Nirmalya 
Chakraborty on the auspicious eve 
of World Environment Day. The 
talkshow had 3 tracks that 
together strengthen our 
conviction to protect our forests, 
the wildlife in it and restore the 
degrading environment. 

  
1. "Planet EARTH" - a beautiful 
interrelated collection of diverse 
stories from different pristine 
habitats that showcase beauty, 
fury or devastation 

2. "The Lonely Planet"- Impacts of climatic change in the Beaufort Sea sub population of the Polar 
Bears in Alaskan Arctic 
3. "Animals are Beautiful People" - Unique Animal behaviour that resembles so beautifully with 
human nature as captured direct in camera. 

Jungle  

Rhythms 

Spotlights 



About 60% of KNP’s 430 sq km area is still under water, but the flood level dropped to 142 cm on Saturday. Between July 13 and July 15, 
flood level at many places in Kaziranga crossed 5feet. Highest casualty is suffered by hog deer. Among other animal casualties included wild 
boar, sambar, swamp deer, porcupine, elephant and wild buffalo. Majority of these animals died due to drowning.  
 
There are still large number of rhinos and elephants on the the highlands of Karbi Anglong, outside Kaziranga after they migrated during the 
peak flood. Forest personnel along with police are closely monitoring the animals to preempt any poaching attempts. 
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“I can see it, I can feel it too, so I do it for them. Salute to our green heroes.” – Bitupan 
Kolong 
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Floods are always whispered to bring ruin. 
But the Kaziranga National Park proves 
this perception is wrong and shows that 
floods can bring more benefits than ruin. 
Kaziranga is mostly flat expanses of fertile 
alluvial silt deposited by the flood of 
Brahmaputra River and other tributaries, 
exposed sandbars. The chapories (islands) 
and highlands which are formed by the 
gradual depositions of silt where animals 
takes shelters during flood.  
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A TIGER’S SAFE REST HOME 
Bitupan Kolong 

 
Locals told reporters the fully grown tiger entered the shop of Motilal at around 7 am and was noticed relaxing on his bed. Over 95% of 
Kaziranga is still submerged, rendering animals shelterless and forcing them to look for refuge in human habitations. KNP Bagori Range 
Officer Pankaj Bora, said the tiger was not being disturbed and only its movement was being monitored. Forest officials waited for the 
animal to leave (7-8hrs) on its own which it did around 5pm and so it was not required to be shifted to the forest. 
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AN IMPERCEPTIBLE ENCOUNTER 
Soumyadip Roy 

 
There are a history of several encounters between Matkasur, the dominant male of Tadoba zone of Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve and Sloth 
Bear. One fierce fight occurred on February 2018 in broad daylight amidst many photographers. One morning safari in June 2019, 
Soumyadip and his friends too witness these two legends in direct confrontation. This time, Matkasur retreated and fled shredding some 
tiger ego in front of his fans. Above is a record shot they could manage.  
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Soumyadip Roy and his friends also 
were the first tourists to sight the new 
litter of three little cubs of Choti 
Madhu in Todoba Tger Reserve’s 
Junona buffer zone this June 2019.  
 
The frames shot during the sighting 
are on the left frames. 
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