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e-Summer 2020 Issue 

We are all now going through a tough phase of Covid19. As we today stay indoors, we introspect ourselves. Mother Nature is bleeding 
and we need to change and change today for a better tomorrow. A conscious commitment is what needed to lead a eco-sensitive life and  
contribute towards ecological sustenance and harmony. During this lockdown human activities have reduced, so the impact on our 
environment and nature. Let us give Mother Nature, the time to heal and not further interfere with her processes.  
 
We all want to live in a safe healthy world with all our wild neighbours. SAVE FORESTS SAVE WILDLIFE .                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Nirmalya Chakraborty 

  Editor- Jungle Rhythms. 
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When the TIDE turns… 
Text and Pictures by: Krishnendu Mukherjee 

As the dawn breaks, Marjina Biwi (name changed) of Dayapur village in the Indian Sunderbans readies her husband’s boat for a fishing 
trip to the forest — a regular affair, rather a ritual, in the family for generations. As I asked her if they are scared since they are 
venturing into tiger territory, pat comes the reply. “There’s pressure of traffic on your city roads. But does it hold you back from 
venturing out of your home?” 
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As the dawn breaks, Marjina Biwi (name changed) of 
Dayapur village in the Indian Sunderbans readies her 

husband’s boat for a fishing trip to the forest — a regular 
affair, rather a ritual, in the family for generations. 

  
As I asked her if they are scared since they are venturing into 

tiger territory, pat comes the reply. “There’s pressure of 
traffic on your city roads. But does it hold you back from 

venturing out of your home?” 
  
 
This sums up the typical life in the Sunderbans delta. 
Humans venture into core area, where fishing is banned 
often do not return. Human deaths due to tiger attacks, as 
per official data was 13 last year, this year, 4 so far. The 
actual figure of deaths may be higher, and often under 
reported. 
  
Over 4.4 million people live (as per 2011 census) in the 
villages under this landscape. So, we don’t need any rocket 
science to gauge the pressure on the mangroves. The 
situation turned worse after 2009, when cyclone Aila 
ravaged the islands here, leaving the land unfit for farming. 
  
While the nylon net fencing spread over more than 90-
kilometre area has kept incidents of tigers entering human 
habitation at bay — the last such case was reported in 2017 
from the divisional or buffer forest area — illegal fishing trips 
to the core area have become a cause of concern. 

A quick chat with villager Subir Gayen (name changed) as he 
returns from such a trip to the forest of Chamta in the core 
area decodes the mystery to some extent. In his boat lies a 
catch of about 70kg of crabs — his ‘reward’ for 10 days of 
hard work.  
 
“These are sold for anything between Rs 800 and Rs 1,000 
per kg in the local market. Even after sharing the profits with 
two of my villagers who had accompanied me to the trip, I 
can take home more than Rs 20,000,” he chirps. 
  
But, the tide is turning. After years of debate on whether the 
concept of alternative livelihood at all exists in the 
mangroves,  a silver lining has come in the form of tourism, 
which has gathered steam in the mangroves over the last 
four to five years. 
 
Dibakar Manna (name changed), who even a couple of years 
ago ventured into the woods for crabs, now cooks 
sumptuous food for tourists on boat.  
 
The stories of his forefathers venturing into the forest for 
livelihood never attracted 20-year-old Dinabandhu Mondal 
(name changed), who took up the steering of a boat at the 
tender age of 13. Seven years down the line, he is a trusted 
name in the mangroves as far as sighting of wildlife is 
concerned.  
  
Did he ever see the elusive swamp tiger? “Can’t keep count,” 
he replies.  
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Not only tigers, sighting of species considered even rarer 
than the big cat in the mangroves has gone up — leopard 
cat, fishing cat, jungle cat and small-clawed otter to name a 
few. Film crews, both national and international, have now 
set their sights on the Sunderbans.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sailing through the serpentine creeks of the mangroves, 
waiting for animals to come out of the mysterious maze is 
probably the best option to sight wildlife in the treacherous 
terrains of the Sunderbans. But, we never imagined that the 
mangroves had such a surprise in store for us on a winter 
morning of January, 2019. With reports of tiger movements 
in the tourism zone, our boatman and naturalist were busy 
scanning the forest since early morning. As our boat 
entered a river channel late in the morning, a fellow tourist 
on the boat and our boatman spotted a furry ball-like thing 
sitting on the edge of the mudflats. As we approached 
closer and the boatman slowed down the vessel, we 
couldn't believe our luck — it's a leopard cat, enjoying the 
soft winter morning light. Its sighting is considered even 
rarer than that of a tiger in the mangroves. Shy by nature, 
we knew it won't give us much time. We hardly got a 
couple of minutes to click a few snaps of the elusive 
denizen of the Sunderbans, protected under Schedule I of 
the Wildlife Protection Act.  
 
Pic (Right): A leopard cat checks its surroundings before 
climbing a tree ahead of the high tide’s arrival 
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Leopard cats live mostly in the uninhabited 
islands of the Sunderbans, taking shelter in the 
hollows of trees. According to the 2014 tiger 
estimation report, smaller cats in the mangroves 
are distributed mostly on the edges of the 
Sunderbans, towards the mainland. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On a terrain like the Sunderbans, the tides dictate 
the terms. During high tides, fish and crabs get 
enough places to hide inside the river channels 
that crisscross the Sunderbans. But during low 
tides, when the water recedes, mud takes over 
the water, exposing the fish and crabs and giving 
enough scope to animals like otters to go fishing.  
 
During the low tide on the morning of January 12, 
we came across a group of oriental small-clawed 
otters — with at least eight to ten members — 
sneaking into the creeks branching out of a big 
river inside the tourism zone and looking for fish 
and crabs. One of the lesser-known denizens of 
the mangroves, the otters, considered 
'Vulnerable'  in IUCN Red List, gave us ample 
scope to photograph them as they moved from 
one creek to another looking for their catch. It's 
one of my memorable wildlife documentations, 
as this was my first sighting of otter in the wild. 
 
Pic: Mud bath by oriental small-clawed otters 
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Pic (Left): A jungle kitten sits on the edge of the forest 

A rise in tourist footfall — from about 1.4 lakh a 
year till 2012-13 to close to 2 lakh in 2016-17, as 
per reports — now keeps the boatmen and guides 
busy. 
  
And, the roar is getting louder.  While announcing 
the 16% rise in tiger population in the Indian 
Sunderbans, the scientists had recently predicted a 
probable comeback in the number of prey species 
too, the sighting of which had dwindled post-2009, 
when Aila had struck. 
  

Just back from a birding tour, guide Gour Mondal 
(name changed) looked excited. “Apart from 

monsoon wonders like ruddy kingfisher, buffy fish 
owl and mangrove pitta, we also saw a leucistic 

collared kingfisher. And, the icing on the cake was 
the sighting of a leucistic crocodile. The forest has 
so much to offer, you must have patience and wait 

for your turn,” he signs off. 
 
The author is a journalist with The Times of India 

and a wildlife traveller 



The Sundarbans contain the world's largest mangrove forests and one of the most biologically productive of all natural ecosystems. 
Located at the mouth of the Ganges and Brahmaputra Rivers between India and Bangladesh, its forest and waterways support a wide 
range of' fauna including a number of species threatened with extinction. The mangrove habitat supports the single largest population of 
tigers in the world which have adapted to an almost amphibious life, being capable of swimming for long distances and feeding on fish, 
crab and water monitor lizards.  
 
The islands are also of great economic importance as a storm barrier, shore stabiliser, nutrient and sediment trap, a source of timber and 
natural resources, and support a wide variety of aquatic, benthic and terrestrial organisms. They are an excellent example of the 
ecological processes of monsoon rain flooding, delta formation, tidal influence and plant colonisation. Covering 133,010 ha, the area is 
estimated to comprise about 55% forest land and 45% wetlands in the form of tidal rivers, creeks, canals and vast estuarine mouths of 
the river. About 66% of the entire mangrove forest area is estimated to occur in Bangladesh, with the remaining 34% in India. 

[UNESCO World Heritage Site] 
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A key aspect of wildlife management in the entire swamp — the tiger reserve and buffer zone — is to keep possibilitis of conflicts at bay. 
A job the forest department has been doing for years, securing the safety and concerns of both villagers and the tigers. 
Here, a tiger that was venturing too close to human habitation was tranquillized and released successfully in the buffer forest. 



Jungle Rhythms - Summer 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COVID19 UPDATE: 
 

“One has to be really lucky to spot a tiger 
in the Sunderban and that’s what makes 
tiger-sightings in the delta a real feast for 

the eyes. But now that there are no 
tourists and disturbance is almost zero, 
more and more tigers are coming out of 
the forests, swimming across rivers and 

creeks to move from one island to 
another. Sightings have increased over the 
past few days since the lockdown began,” 
said Ravi Kant Sinha, chief wildlife warden 

of the state. 
 

After Bronx Zoo tigers catching symptoms 
of Covid19, NTCA has release a protocol to 

handle and protect tigers in the Indian 
wild.  
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In the Wilderness : Encounters And Concerns 
Text and Pictures by: Tahir Shawl 

Pic: A herd of Kiangs 
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Although the much fancied tigers, lions or elephants are missing here, l firmly believe that the landscape of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh, 

is bestowed with a rich diversity of unique wildlife. From the high altitude cold desert to the Western Himalayas, down to alpine 
meadows, the Shivaliks and the plains, one finds amazing manifestations of animal and bird life. The presence of snow leopard, brown 
bear, Asiatic black bear, Tibetan gazelle, Tibetan antelope or chiru, Kashmir stag or hangul, Pirpanja markhor, Himalayan tahr, musk dear, 
pangolin, martin and many other species  spread across this climatically and physio-geographically  diverse and ecological niche habitat is 
quite illustrious and significant.  
 
I feel myself privileged to have tread a range of diverse wilderness landscapes in quest of sighting, observing and studying  many  such  
elusive and agile species in the far flung remotest terrains. I have adequately learnt and  enlightened myself towards understanding the 
conservation issues in much better perspective.  
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Pic: Kashmir Stags or Hanguls 
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Kashmir stag or hangul, a beautiful red deer species, and state 
animal of erstwhile  Jammu & Kashmir, roams in Dachigam 
National Park, in Kashmir’s Western Himalayas with uncertain 
posterity. A very small or relic population is left in it’s last 
bastion, Dachigam, and a few adjoining pockets outside the 
park. Except a few reports from Kishtwar the hangul is found 
nowhere else in the world.  
 
Burgeoning anthropogenic pressure on its habitat and presence 
of a large number of mining units and cement factories close to 
the fringes of Dachigam, on western flank and Khrew and 
Khanmoh conservation reserves, is deleteriously impacting the 
remaining relic population of hangul. 
 
                                                ********* 
 
The big cat or the top carnivore of the trans-Himalayas, the 
snow leopard or Shan, known as grey ghost for its highly 
camouflaging appearance is a magical creature of immense 
survival skills and adaptability. Sixty percent of the total Indian 
population of snow leopard is assessed to have distribution in 
Ladakh region.  
 
During winter season when snow leopard descends to lower 
altitudes some incidents of killing of live stock by snow leopard 
cause resentment in local population and retaliatory actions 
sometimes cause harm to this endangered species. However, 
construction of coral pens for live stock by wildlife protection 
Department since pat couple of years has reduced, to some 
extent, such incidents.  
 
The highest number of sheep killed by a snow leopard was thirty 
which I, as the then Wildlife Warden Leh in 2009, noticed at 
Nemo, a hamlet about 40 kilometers from Leh headquarters. 
 

We rescued the seriously injured snow leopard, which killed the 
sheep in a house, after tranquilization. After rigorous care and 
medical treatment, for about three months at Leh, we released it 
back into wild in good health condition. 
 
                                                ********* 
 
While travelling in vast expanses of Changthang one may 
frequently come across a beautiful animal, mostly in herds, 
galloping swiftly and crossing your path in extreme speed. 
However, sometime you may observe a pair or so calmly 
engaged in court ship or dancing spree, caressing necks and 
faces against each other. This species of wild ass, in this part of 
the country, is known as Tibetan wild ass or Kiang. The 
counterpart of Kiang in other part of the country, Rann of Kutch, 
in Gujarat, is known as  Khurr  and is altogether different species 
of wild ass.  
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Alpine meadow in Pirpanjal range, rich alpine habitat. 
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Kiang is facing tough competition on account of sharing 
resources like grazing grounds and space with domestic live 
stock of locals and Changpas, the native nomadic tribe. 
  
                                                ********* 
 
Trekking miles and miles along Indo-China border in high 
altitude and harsh climes of cold desert experiencing lashing 
and chilly winds, in search of wild yaks and Tibetan antelopes, 
known by locals as chiru, has always been an exhilarating 
experience. Sighting of a chiru, once fancied for much sought 
after wool, the shahtoosh and the rarely sighted wild yak 
always gives a tantalizing feeling and excitement.  A very small 
population of chiru resides within our territory near ‘hot spring’ 
and ‘Daulati Beigh’ in Chang thang high altitude cold desert, the 
western extension of  Tibetan plateau, in Ladakh.   
 
The main population, in China, has reportedly dwindled 
alarmingly due to its persecution for much valued  wool, the 
shahtoosh. About six to seven animals are killed for getting the 
amount of wool enough for making one shahtoosh shawl.  

However, the trade in shahtoosh and hunting of chiru is 
prohibited and is an offence in our country. 
  
                                                ********* 
 
The marsh lands and areas along the banks of river Indus in 
Changthang, Ladakh, are the only breeding grounds, within 
Indian limits, for another endangered species, the black-necked 
crane, the state bird of erstwhile Jammu & Kashmir state. Black 
–necked cranes, bar-headed geese and many other migratory 
avian species breed in the region during summers. These 
species are facing severe threat as their eggs are trampled by 
the live stock of nomads and damaged by feral dogs apart from 
damage inflicted by wild predators like foxes and wolves. 
Sometimes dogs chasing black-necked cranes, damaging eggs 
and even killing chicks may be a common observation. 
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A lot many species in various other parts of our 
wilderness landscape and habitat need our timely 
attention and intervention so that they are not 
pushed into a no return situation. 
  
                                  ********* 
 
(Formerly Regional Wildlife Warden Jammu, the 
author has recently been posted as Joint Director 
in Jammu & Kashmir Forest Research Institute and 
can be contacted at:  tahir_shawl @yahoo.com ) 
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“Historical Rainforests” – Taman Negara National Park 
Text and Pictures by: Bitupan Kalita 
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Taman Negara has a total area of 4,343 km2 and it is one of the world's oldest rainforests - 130 million years old rainforest in Malaysia. 
The park encompasses three states, Pahang, Kelantan and Terengganu of Malaysia.  
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Rhinoceros Hornbill, Black Hornbill, Green Broadbill 



Jungle Rhythms - Summer 2020 

 
Wildlife often encountered:  
Indian bison or gaur, Asiatic water Buffalo, Long-tailed 
Marque Monkey, sambar deer and Barking Deer, 
Banded leaf monkey, Dusky leaf monkey, White-handed 
gibbon, Black giant squirrel, Cream giant squirrel, grey-
bellied squirrels, Clouded Leopard, siamang, wild dog, 
serow, Malayan porcupine, colugo (Kubong) or flying 
lemur,  Malay civet, Malayan tapir etc. 
 
Birds often encountered: 
Total 479 species of birds are recorded in this rain 
forest. Among them 25 species are globally threatened 
species. Scaly-breasted Partridge, Long-billed Partridge, 
Mountain Peacock Pheasant,  Blue-breasted Quail, 
Barred Cuckoo Dove, Zebra Dove , Nicobar Pigeon,  
Large Frogmouth,  Malaysian Eared Nightjar, Storm's 
Stork, Pitta- Among the most popular pittas that you will 
be able to spot are Garnett Pitta, Banded Pitta, and 
Blue-winged Pitta, The Malayan peacock-pheasant, 
Taman Negara has a vast array of hornbills- Helmeted 
Hornbill, Rhinoceros Hornbill, Great Hornbill, Wreathed 
Hornbill, Black Hornbill, Oriental Pied Hornbill, Bushy-
crested Hornbill, White-crowned Hornbill, Plain-
pouched Hornbill, Wrinkled Hornbill, Dusky Broadbill, 
Black-and-red Broadbill, Green Broadbill, Nicobar 
megapode etc. 
 

ACTIVITIES IN THE PARK 
 
Along the Trails - Walking by day in the rain forest it is not easy to 
see wildlife. Most animal life is very shy, and if you are marching 
along in a noisy group, the wildlife will disappear before you 
catch even a glimpse of it! But moving slowly and quietly along 
the trail, alone or in a small group, your chances are much better, 
especially if you have the time to stop. Along the trails, look for 
signs of fruits on the ground, or listen for them falling. Then find 
a comfortable position from which to observe the tree crown. 
Many kinds of birds can be found in one fruiting tree, along with 
squirrels and perhaps monkeys and Gibbons. 
 
Canopy Walkway is an iconic of Taman Negara, regarded as the 
world’s longest canopy walkway. This is a must do activity in 
Taman Negara and you should never miss to do it. This 
suspension bridge is built 530 meters long and 40 meter above 
ground level is one of the main attractions. The structure spans 
across the trees and connected by trunks from start to end. From 
the top of the platform, you will enjoy the scenic view of Taman 
Negara, flora and fauna. 
 
A Night in a Hide -  It is worth spending a night in one of Taman 
Negara’s wildlife observation hides, even if only to sample the 
rich variety of forest sounds. All except Cegar Anjing hide are 
built overlooking salt-licks, where wild animals come to 
supplement their mineral intake. 
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Taman Nagara Forest department allow night 
jungle walk inside the park in certain areas with a 
professional guide or locals. A strong flashlight is 
essential, and binocular is useful. When on watch, 
shine the flashlight around the salt-lick area for 
about ten seconds every eight or ten minutes. In 
between times, listen; tapirs in particular tend to 
be noisy as they move around. If an animal is 
present its eyes will reflect very brightly in the 
torch beam.  
 
Night safari by an open 4x4 vehicle in the 
adjoining areas of the rainforest and palm oil 
gardens are an opportunity to see the nocturnal 
animals and birds - Civet cats, jungles cats and wild 
boar in particular tend to be noisy as they move 
around. 
 
Boat journey along Taman Negara’s rivers offers 
good opportunities to see wildlife. In some parts of 
Tembeling River, water buffalo spend much of 
their day submerged in the muddy waters. Smooth 
otter and a small-clawed otter also provide a good 
sighting during boat ride in the rives.  

Flying Lemur, Kubong 
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The Tembeling River 
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A Wild Night 
 
It began at evening with a call on September 09, 2019. We were informed by our local guide about a clouded leopard sighting in 
adjoining area of the rainforest and palm oil plantation, which is about 6 kms from our hotel. Without a second thought we set off an 
unplanned expedition during night in a rainforest. It was raining in the last night and weather was cloudy. We ready with all the jungle 
gears – raincoat, flashlights. We booked a boat to cross the river. We started in day light at 7.00 pm( In Malayasia sunset time 
is about 7.30pm) It took us almost three hours to reach the place. A riverine area surrounded by darkness, tall trees, songs of many 
insects and sound of small streams. Suddenly my nose recognized something which is similar with my native jungle-the smell of a 
carcass.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The forest guard and local guide was not sure about the killed and the hunter. It was done by Clouded leopard or other predator we 
were not sure. The hiking up to the kill site lasted about 20 minutes from the last place. It was about 10.30pm. the trek was narrow 
and steep slopes on both side with full of leeches, spider and tree roots of the tall trees-Ideal clouded leopard habitat. Guide advised 
us to move cautiously in case the animal still feeding. Spotting a ghost in rainforest: The clouded leopard was still around. We felt the 
presence in the darkness and used our flashlights at 360 degree. To our delight he quickly moved up to the forest. It was happen so 
quickly. He was about 300m away from us. My enthusiasm to get a better look grew with each passing moment. We did not saw the 
animal feeding. Hoping to get a better view, we began hiking through the dense forest. We saw him almost 5minutes before he finally 
disappeared in the darkness of the tropical rainforest. Later we came back to the kill. It was a sub-adult Sambar deer. Nothing more 
was left only the bones and skin. 



Palm Oil Plantation is the major threat to the million years old Taman Negara 
rainforest 

 
The analysis, from the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), is that rainforest destruction caused by palm oil plantations 
damages more than 193 threatened species on the IUCN's red list, particularly in Indonesia and Malaysia. 
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85% of the global palm oil supply comes from Indonesia and Malaysia, 
followed by Thailand, Colombia and Nigeria. 
 
Oil palm expansion could affect 54% of threatened mammals and 64% of 
threatened birds globally. Oil palm development, therefore, has 
significant negative impacts on global biodiversity, as it often replaces 
tropical forests and other species-rich habitats. It also reduces the 
diversity and abundance of most native species. For example, it has played 
a major role in the decline in species such as orangutans, elephants and 
tigers. 
 
The problem with palm oil is that vast areas of virgin tropical rain 
forest are clear cut to open up land for cultivation. The United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) indicated in 2007 that oil 
palm plantations are the leading cause of rainforest destruction in 
Malaysia and Indonesia. 
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Palm oil is derived from the oil palm tree (Elaeisguineensis Jacq.), which is native to West Africa and grows best in tropical climates 
with abundant water. Three-quarters of total palm oil produced is used for food, particularly cooking oil and processed oils and fats. It 
is also used in cosmetics, cleaning products and biofuel. 
 
Deforestation and expanding plantations, especially those of oil palm, are a threat to the rainforest and biodiversity in Malaysia, which 
had the highest number of threatened species per square kilometer in relation to palm oil production in 2005. Habitat loss from 
expanding plantations particularly threatens mega-fauna like the tiger, the rhino and the elephant in Peninsular Malaysia, where 
expanding plantations continue to replace natural forests and an estimated 651,757 ha of forest loss between 1988 and 2012 had 
been converted to plantations by 2014. Owing to their uniform tree-age structure and homogeneity compared to forests, oil palm 
plantations support fewer species. Conversion of swamp forests to oil palm in Peninsular Malaysia by early 2000s was estimated to 
have caused a loss of 46 species of forest birds already. 
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Belgian Malinois dogs funded by UK charity Tiger Awareness 
are saving Tigers lives and other forest animals in Madhya 
Pradesh, India. The project started in 2016, working with our 
partners Saving Tiger Society and the Madhya Pradesh forest 
department, a plan was put together to train four dogs and 
handlers, that after their 9 months training, they would be 
working in Kanha, Panna, Sanjay Dubri and Pench Tiger 
Reserves.  
 
The training with 2 handlers per dog, starts together with 
socialisation training for the first month, the pups are 6 
months old. They move onto to tracking and apprehension 
training, then onto wildlife parts tracking. It was decided on 
Belgian Malinois dogs, as they are agile, intelligent and have 
proven abilities working in the temperatures in hot countries. 
They are slightly smaller than German Shepherds with good 
temperaments, they generally serve for 8 to 9 years and have 
regular monthly check ups by veterinary staff. 
 
They have solved around 50 cases for wildlife in this period 
catching over 140 poachers, also a criminal case, where a 
person stole gold and money from a safe and the dog team 
tracked the criminal to their house. 

The “PAW Patrol” 
Text and Pictures by: Phil Davis 
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The dogs have now been working in the field for 3 years. 
They have solved a range of cases: 
Sanjay Dubri Tiger Reserve: wild boar poaching case 
Pench Tiger Reserve: Sloth bear case, Leopard 
electrocution 
Chital poaching case 
Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve: Leopard poaching case.  
Panna Tiger Reserve: Sambar and Wild boar case 
Kanha Tiger Reserve: Leopard and herbivore cases 
 
Sundar, Jacky, Apollo and Storm, are the original four, they 
have eight more furry friends that have completed training 
since then, 6 have been posted to forest areas, the other 2 
posted to transport hubs, to combat the wildlife trade in 
Madhya Pradesh. The charity gets regular updates on how 
the dogs are performing in the field and have seen them in 
training themselves, they have provided K9 first aid kits 
and protection / cool vests for the dogs. There are a 
further 2 dogs in training, and they complete their training 
in June 2020. They will be posted in West Bengal. 
 
The charity helps support many other works in the field, 
they have built a school in the Sundarbans, Tiger squads, 
boundary walls around open wells, supporting forest staff 
with medical camps and kits, you can find out more on 
their website at www.tigerawareness.co.uk. 
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Jungle Rhythms : “Living on the Edge” 
Nirmalya Chakraborty 
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Wildlife Conservation Awareness can only be possible through direct connection with local communities in their local language who are 
active stakeholders in saving the habitat. Districts of Jhargram and Medinipur is a zone of elephant-Human 🐘 conflict. Here, people live a 
life alongside nomadic migratory elephant herds who come sporadically and dessert their farmland and loot their bounty. Habitat loss and 
fragmentation of migration route is the root cause of such conflicts. 
 
Jungle Rhythms have been fortunate to be part of a small initiative in February 2020 along with West Bengal forest department’s 
participation and local volunteers to install elephant crossing zone signposts ["Elephant Crossing Zone - Drive Slow"] at various strategic 
locations in this key jungle corridors of the deep dark forest of Jharkhand - Bengal border in Jhargram division. This is to make local people 
alert on elephant movements. 
 
Communication of strong key messages in local language is vital for survival here.  

[I] 

Jungle Rhythms’ 

Elephant Crossing 

Zone Signposts 
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Elephant crossing zone signposts 
["Elephant Crossing Zone - Drive 

Slow"] at various strategic locations 
in this key jungle corridors. 
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Elephant crossing zone signposts 
["Elephant Crossing Zone - Drive 

Slow"] at various strategic locations 
in this key jungle corridors. 
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Jungle Rhythms volunteers meeting the headman 
and all young men to spread the message og “NO 

hunting during Shikhar Utsav”– Pintu Mahata, 
Golok Mahata and Parbati Mahanta  @Work 

[II] 

Jungle Rhythms’ 

“NO to Shikar, NOT 

Utsav” 
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Summer is the season of Jhargram’s annual ‘Shikar Utsav’ – ritual hunting where tribal enter the forest and kill 
whatever wildlife they can spot with bow/arrows or spears. They bring back the hunt and celebrate in the village. 
Wildlife hunting is a criminal offense and West Bengal forest department has been instrumental in spreading 
awareness on this issue.  
 
Jungle Rhythms have been fortunate to be part of  a “NO to Shikhar Utsav’ campaign with the forest department 
where Jungle Rhythms made a plan of action and visited some affected villages and distributed pamphlets with 
“DO and DON’T of Shikhar Utsav” and met and made the villagers realize the effects of wildlife hunting and 
pleaded not to venture into the forest on Shikar Utsav day.  

Jungle Rhythms 
volunteers 

@Work – Pintu 
Mahata, Golok 

Mahata and 
Parbati Sankar  



[III] 

Jungle 

Rhythms’ 
“Conservation 

Awareness 

Program” 

Wildlife Conservation Awareness can only be possible through direct connection with local communities in their local language and in simple 
ways all can understand. Jungle Rhythms in their survey trip had observed low conservation awareness among the village communities and 
also direct instances of deforestation and indirect elephant-human conflict.  
 
Jungle Rhythms thus, organized in February 2020, an ‘unique’ wildlife conservation awareness program where tribal communities in their 
traditional Chhau dance spread the word of conservation and save the forest. All adults including all women and kids attended the program 
 
THE THEME: 1. If we cut the trees, wildlife will loose their home. 2. Tigers and other wildlife will be compelled to venture out of the forest and 
thus destroy livestock, human lives or crops. 3. Elephant migration routes will be fragmented and lost and they will enter their homes, destroy 
and kill. 4. If we kill tigers or wildlife, forest department and police will come and arrest us as it is crime. 5. To control the misdirected elephant 
herds, Hula team will drive the elephants back into the forest. 6. Forest Department educate the villagers not to unnecessary venture into the 
forest and save the forest and it’s wildlife as they help in ecological balance.  
 
            [THE PICTURE STORY GIVEN NEXT CAN HELP YOU ALSO IMPART CONSERVATION AWARENESS KNOWLEDGE TO KIDS AND ELDERS] 



Save Trees and Forests to save Wildlife in their own homes. 
Else wildlife-human conflict will escalate. 

Jungle Rhythms Stories 



Wildlife Hunting is a crime.  
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Wildlife Hunting is a crime. You 
will be booked under law. 
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Elephant Migration routes are now fragmented. When elephants 

enter the village, call the forest department 
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Save Trees and Forests to save Wildlife in their own homes. 

Else wildlife-human conflict will escalate. 
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THE CONSERVATION AWARENESS ON THE GROUND 
 
This is one of those moments where 'Wild 2020' Calendar 
transformed itself into a hardcore conservation awareness content. 
Local conservation volunteer of Jungle Rhythms - Pintu 
Mahata played a pivotal role in providing the needed awareness and 
briefed the local communities in all neighbouring villages that a tiger 
is not always a threat. He also used the tiger photographs of the 
'Wild 2020' calendar to dilute the fear among the people and bring 
little relief into the tense situation. Pintu in simple ways told the 
protocol to follow when a tiger in their backyard. He told the village 
community the do's and don't of living with a tiger safely. 
Coexistence was what was the theme that Jungle Rhythms strongly 
believe in. This is the day when a tiger strayed right into their lives (in 
adjoining forest). The next day though the tiger presumably moved 
on to a different forest track.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                      Bottom right frame is of the person who actually had 
the                direct sighting of the tiger and later educated by Pintu  
                      Mahata on how to live with tigers. 
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JUNGLE RHYTHMS COVID19 ACTION: 
 

Jungle Rhythms jointly with Elephant 
Management Team in Jhargram Forest 

Division have distributed food supplies to 
very distant and forest village of Amlasole 
deep in the dark forests of  Belpahari. 150 
familes were provided with potato, onion, 

salt, biscuit, soyabeans, oil, soap and 
puffed rice. Corona precautions were 

taken and masks and gloves were used 
during distribution. Villagers were 

instructed to maintain social distancing. 
Adequate permission were taken from 
administration before the operation.  
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Corona precautions were taken 
and masks and gloves were 

used during distribution. 
Villagers were instructed to 
maintain social distancing. 
Adequate permission were 
taken from administration 

before the operation.  
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Corona precautions were 
taken and masks and gloves 

were used during distribution. 
Villagers were instructed to 
maintain social distancing. 
Adequate permission were 
taken from administration 

before the operation.  



Corona precautions were taken and masks and gloves were used during distribution. Villagers were instructed 
to maintain social distancing. Adequate permission were taken from administration before the operation.  
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THE CASE OF THE TUNDRA SWAN 
 
This is probably the first record of sighting a Tundra Swan at  
Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve in Assam, India. It was 
first observed during Christmas week 2019 at Daflong Lake in 
Kohora range of Kaziranga National Park.  Sighting was of a lone 
bird only. They are not known to migrate to India (Please refer 
the distribution map of Wiki) 
 
The tundra swan (Cygnus columbianus) is  an Arctic swan species. 
Birds from eastern Russia, Tundra areas and  Arctic. Tundra swan 
breeds in the Arctic and subarctic tundra, where they inhabit 
shallow pools, lakes and rivers. 
  
The winter habitat of this species is grassland and marshland, 
often near the coast; they like to visit fields after harvest to feed 
on discarded grains and while on migration may stop over 
on mountain lakes. According to National Geographic, when 
migrating these birds can fly at altitudes of 8 km  
  
The breeding range extends across the coastal lowlands 
of Siberia, from the Kola Peninsula east to the Pacific. They start 
to arrive on the breeding grounds around mid-May, and leave for 
winter quarters around the end of September. The populations 
west of the Taimyr Peninsula migrate via the White Sea, Baltic 
Sea and the Elbe estuary to winter in Denmark, 
the Netherlands and the British Islands.  
 
It is unknown how this lone bird misdirected it’s flight off to 
India. Climatic changes and weather currents may have lead to 
this disruption.  
 
                      [North East India Reporter: Bitupan Kalita] 


